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FOREWORD 


By the Very Rev. H. R. L. SHepparn, C.H., D.D., M.A., 
Dean of Canterbury 


Tue Vicar of St. Martin-in-the-Fields is an 
ex-officio governor of St. Martin’s High 
School, and it is not the least of his privileges, 
though, unfortunately, the school has now left 
its old haunts in the Charing Cross Road. I 
became a governor in 1914, and it was a joy, 
which grew year by year, to be connected with 
a school that had so splendid an influence, 
morally and educationally, on its pupils. One 
of the happiest sights from the Vicarage hard 
by Trafalgar Square was to see the girls from 
the High School passing every morning and 
evening, armed with satchels, and with the 
school colours round their hats. Alas, that is a 
sight no longer seen, for St. Martin’s High 
School has moved literally into the fields at Tulse 
Hill. Still, mercifully, under the same most 
capable Headmistress, the school remains the 
same, but it seems a long way from Trafalgar 
Square. As I walk up the Charing Cross Road 
now, I am tempted to avert my eyes from the 
old building which the school occupied for 
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nearly sixty years, for it is sad to see the signs 
that speak of a house to be sold. ; 

I think I can truthfully say that the school 
is interwoven with the life of Westminster— 
Councillors sit on its Board of Governors, and 
the school takes great pride in its connection 
with the City of Westminster and St. Martin- 
in-the-Fields. It required no little self-sacrifice 
on the part of the Governors to consent to the 
removal of their school to Tulse Hill. It was 
impossible, however, to deny the arguments of 
the educational authorities, and) no governor 
failed to realize—though at first we pretended 
we did—the ultimate benefits that would accrue 
from taking the school right out into the 
country, where enlargement, modern equip- 
ment, and play-grounds were possible under the 
clever planning of the County Council Archi- 
tect. 

It was, nevertheless, rather a sad day when 
the new building was opened by the Duchess of 
York, and even her presence could not entirely 
lift the shadow that had fallen upon those who 
had learnt to love the school in its old surround- 
ings, and had given way to the temptation to 
ask whether, even with all these new methods 
and increased facilities for educational work, the 
modern child would gain more advantage. Yet 
there is no doubt whatsoever that the school will 
flourish where it now is—the staff will be able 
to undertake their work without competing 
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against the roar from traffic immediately outside 
the windows; the pupils will benefit in health, 
and all will be well with St. Martin’s High 
School in the fields at Tulse Hill. 

It is peculiarly appropriate that at this 
moment the history of the school should be 
written, and I am very proud that the honour 
of writing a foreword has been given to me. It 
seems to me that Miss Thomas has done her work 
admirably. The story will, I feel sure, interest 
all educationists, besides those who have been 
connected with the school, to whom it will be 
fascinating. I am glad that the author has 
alluded to the work of Mr. Dudley James, who 
was my predecessor as Chairman of the 
Governors. His unique business ability as well 
as his delightful sense of beauty were always at 
the school’s disposal, and it was impossible for 
me to fill the place that he had occupied in the 
affairs of the school. Somehow it seems almost 
natural that great alterations in the High School 
should have taken place recently, for the re- 
moval to Tulse Hill had been planned and talked 
of by Mr. Dudley James a hundred times 
shortly before his death. 

I commend this History whole-heartedly, and 
I hope that every pupil, past and present, will 
have a copy amongst the books that she treasures 
most and takes frequently from the shelf. 


H. R. L. SHEPPARD. 
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PREFACE 


Tuis short history of St. Martin-in-the-Fields 
High School is compiled from the old Minute 
Books of the School which date from 1700. 
The Minutes from 1700 to 1705 refer only to 
the Girls’ School, but from the latter year until 
1799 they deal also with the Boys’ School, and 
certain passages concerning the boys which 
appear of particular interest are included in this 
little volume. 

The Minutes are complete from 1700 to 1799, 
when there is a regrettable gap until 1873, owing 
to the loss of a volume or volumes. From that 
date they continue unbroken to the present day. 
The only documents in our possession relating to 
this interval are two Ladies’ Committee Books 
- and a Visitors’ Book, these three volumes cover- 
ing the period 1835-1865, and naturally dealing 
mainly with the domestic side of school life. 

The first Minute Books are wonderfully in- 
teresting documents, written for the most part 
legibly, though there are places where the 
writing is very difficult to decipher. The long 
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pointed hand of the earliest years changes later 
to a large copperplate hand. In the first records 
no ornamentation is used, but about the middle 
of the eighteenth century much decoration 
begins to appear. ‘The capital letters are of 
wondrous design, and at the end of the Minutes 
of each meeting a number of lines is drawn, a 
small one at the top and each succeeding line 
longer than the one before, the whole forming 
a geometrical figure, thus: _— =. Occasion- 
ally a design composed of circles marks the end 
of a meeting. ‘The use of sand for drying the 
ink is evident towards the end of the eighteenth 
century. 

In each case the original spelling has been 
adhered to, though the long “s” has not been 
kept for obvious reasons. Frequently the same 
word is spelt in several different ways in the 
same or adjoining paragraphs, e.g. guinea or 
guiney, gentlemen gentellmen, and the sign Ib. 
or £ is used indiscriminately for coinage. The 
same surname is spelt in a variety of ways, e.g. 
Kelway, Keylway; McClary, McLary, McCleary. 
At times the punctuation is somewhat erratic, 
for instance a passage dated May 11, 17109: 
“That they also walk on the Tuesday before; 
through the principle streets . . .” 
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I desire to express here my thanks to Mr. 
McMaster, for his valuable help in many obscure 
points; to Miss Humphry, for her revision of the 
manuscript; and to Miss Bannister, without 
whose help and encouragement this little book 
could not have been written. 


D. H. F-. 
December 1928 
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A SHORT HISTORY OF 
ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS 
HIGH SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 


I 
THE FOUNDATION 


St. MarTINn’s Hicu ScHoot is one of the great 
number of schools in England which owe their 
origin to the Society for Promoting Christian 
Knowledge. ‘The Christian workers, under 
the later Stuarts, believed, that it was their duty 
to provide definite Christian teaching for the 
Children of the Poor, and to circulate among 
all whom they could reach Bibles, Prayer Books, 
and books of religious instruction—thus sowing 
broadcast the good seed.” * By the end of the 
eighteenth century many schools were estab- 
lished. ‘The clergyman or a parishioner prepared 
a “roll” for subscribers, donations and legacies 
followed, and a school was soon set up. Our 
school,-of which we are rightly so proud, started 
in this way. 

The story of the foundation of the School is 
hee in “ The Short History of St. Martin-in- 

* An Old Westminster Foundation,” by E. S. Day. 
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the-Fields,” by Mr. McMaster, who tells how in 
May 1699, at a meeting convened by the Society 
for Promoting Christian Knowledge, it was 
decided to appeal to the parishioners for sub- 
scriptions and donations to found a parochial 
charity: school in the parish. Dr. Lancaster 
(Vicar), Dr. Harvey and other parishioners 
took up the matter so enthusiastically that suffi- 
cient funds were soon raised. In July a large 
room which had been used by the French 
Huguenots as a church was taken in Hungerford 
Market, furnished, and the school for boys only 
was opened in August 1699. So successful was 
this attempt that it was decided in 1700 to have 
a school for girls also. 


Jan. 1, 1700. The present Charity Schoole 
erected in this Parish for the teaching of 50 poor 
boys meeting with good encouragement, it was 
thought that if such a One was rais’d for Poor 
Girls there was hopes it might meet with the like 
encouragement. Dr. Lancaster heartily agreed. 
And it was thought proper for the Better Sup- 
port of this Schoole (if the Rev. Dr. Hamilton 
shou’d think fit) to have a monthly collection 
at Trinity Chapele. The Dr. very readily agreed 
that the Collection begin this Day the Rev. Dr. 
Naggs being then to preach who had promised 
to encourage it to his Auditors. Collection 
amounted to £13. 9. 84. 


The same Minute sets out clearly the qualifica- 
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tions necessary for the Headmistress. These will 

be found in the chapter on the Headmistresses. 
The next meeting limited the number of 

_ pupils: — 

_ Jan. 9, 1700. Order’d that the Number of the 

Girls to be admitted into this Schoole shall not 

exceed 40. 


Many details are given as to the purchase of 
clothing: — 


Jan. 23,1700. Order’d that Mr. Bridges do buy 
cloth for Quoifs & Handkerchiefs for twenty 
Girls, and that he take care to get the same 
made up. 

Order’d that Mr. Price do take care to get 
twenty pair of Stockins. 

Order’d that Mr. Bell do take care to get Stuff 
for Gowns & Petticoats for twenty Girls, and 
Mr. Morrison to speak to Mr. Honnour ye shoe- 
maker, to come here on Monday next at five in 
the Evening to receive directions for making 
the Shoes. 

The Minutes of January 27, 1700, after giving 
a list of girls to be admitted, proceed as 
follows:— ! 


Mr. Honnour the Shoemaker took measure of 
the said Children and was order’d to make them 
shoes of good Calves Leather at 2/- a pair one 
with another, and to bring them here on Thurs- 
day next in the afternoon. And Mr. Butler the 
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Taylor was order’d to make them Gowns, against 
the same time, the Parents etc. being to make the 
Petticoats themselves: & Mr. Price & Mr. Bell 
were order’d to wait on Dr. Lancaster to-morrow . 
morning with some Patterns & what stuff he 
approves on, to buy accordingly, & send it to 
the Taylor. 


Jan. 30, 1700. Order’d that Mr. Bell do buy 
— yards of Blew half thick, for to make the 
Children’s Petticoats. Order’d that Mr. Jones 
do pay Mr. Chapman fifteen shillings for one & 
twenty pair of Woolen Stockins for the Girls. 

There was this day given to each girl a gown 
and Petticoat, one Cap, one Band, one pair of 
Stockins, and one pair of Shoes. 

Order’d that the children do wear their gown, 
Petticoats and Stockins only on Sundays & Holy 
days; and on such Wednesdays as they go to 
Trinity Chappell to hear the Sermon, and their 
Caps & Bands every day: And that the said 
Children do constantly bring their gowns & 
Petticoats, Shoes & Stockins to the School the 
next day after wearing them, in order to be 
laid up. 

These preparations having been carefully 
made, the Trustees now took a house in Castle 
Street, Leicester Square, for the Girls’ School, at 
a yearly rental of £6 6s. od. 


Feb. 6, 1700. Mr. Price & Mr. Helway report 
that they have seen a very convenient place in 
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Castle Street near Leicester Fields for a Schoole 
& a Roome for the School Mistress which may 


be had for about six pound a year. 


Feb. 13, 1700. It was reported that the Rev. 
Dr. Lancaster approved of this place, and they 
had taken the same accordingly at the rate of 
£6. 6. 0 per annum and ye school was open’d 
on Monday last. 


Then comes provision for the necessary 

books:— 
Feb. 20, 1700. Mr. Morrison brought in twelve 
spelling Books for the Schools use which were 
deliver’d to the Mistress, and Mr. Keylway 
brought in twelve Psalters on the same account 
which were deliver’d accordingly. 

Order’d that Mr. Jones do pay Mr. Keylway 
five shillings and nine pence, for eighteen pairs 
of gloves for the Schools use, and ten shillings 
for a grate, Fender, Shovell and Poker. 

Order’d that Mr. Jones be allowed in his 
Account three shillings and sixpence for two 
Books to keep the Accounts & Receipts in, & 
one Shilling & a Penny for Paper, Ink, Standish 
and Sand Box. 

Feb. 26, 1701. Order’d that Mrs. Harbin do 
buy 30 Expositions of the Church Catechism by 
Mr. Lewis. = 

The two following extracts show with what 
care the Trustees watched the School’s interest 
in its earliest days:— 
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July 24,1701. Agreed that for the future the 
Trustees do meet two & two by turns each week 
to visit the Girls School. 


Sept. 18, 1701. Order’d that for the future the 
Mistress of the School do lay before the Trustees 
a monthly account on every Third Thursday in 
the Month in relation to the behaviour of the 
Girls, in their Manners, wearing of their Cloaths, 
etc., absence from School. 


The encouragement given to, and the progress 
shown by, the children is worth noticing:— 


May 10, 1702. Order’d that Mr. Jones do give 
to Mrs. Harbin three shillings to distribute 
among the girls for their Encouragement, in such 
manner as she shall think fit. 

This day being agreed on to enquire into the 
Girls Proficiencies in their Learning & Catechism, 
the above named Persons came to the School 
accordingly, and upon Examination found that 
Mrs. Harbin had been very Industrious in 
teaching the said Girls, several of them very 
forward in their Learning, & most of them much 
improved since their first coming to this School. 

Agreed that we consider next meeting 
whether it may be proper to learn the girls to 
write. 


There is no record of this weighty question 
being discussed at the next meeting, but we 


gather that it was “considered proper,” as the 
following month this occurs: — 
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_Apl. 8, 1703. Order’d that Mr. Jones do buy 
a ream of Paper, Pens and Ink and a Standish 
for the use of the School. 


Also the Minutes of April 8, 1705, refer to 
the fact that the Headmistress was allowed an 
extra £5 a year for teaching the girls to write. 


Order’d that Mr. Somersall do buy two Reams 
of Paper and get them made into Copy Books 
for the Schools. . 

Order’d that the Children in both Schools do 
once a quarter write points [?] to be pay’d 
before the Trustees ,to the end they may judge 
of their proficiency. 


Discipline seems to have been firmly main- 
tained in these early days:— 


Sept. 24, 1703. Order’d that Elizabeth Penn 
be discharged from this School having been 
absent these two months & being Incorrigible. 


And from time to time are found records ex- 

pressing gratitude on the part of the parents, 
this being the first: — 
Feb. 24, 1703/4. Mrs. Sheirs came here this night 
to return thanks for her childs Schooling, desir- 
ing to take her home being sufficiently instructed 
in reading and working etc. . . . and that she 
have a New Bible and a Copy Book with Copies 
written in it given her. 


The uniform was dealt with frequently:— 
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Sept. 24,1703. Order’d that Mr. Price buy £14 
of Yarn for the Girls Stockings and £6 of Orange 
Coloured Yarn for their gloves. 


Mar. 12, 1704. Order’d that Mrs. Harbin do 
take care to have the gowns of the Girls turn’d 
upside down. 


By this time the School had outgrown its 
original quarters, and in 1704 it was moved to 
a house in Hunt Court, Castle Street (St. 
Martin’s Lane), rented at £12 yearly. This and 
subsequent removals are dealt with in another 
chapter. 

After the first few years a clock was con- 
sidered essential and this Minute refers to the 
purchase of an “ indifferent good one ”:— 


Feb. 27, 1706/7. It being thought necessarie 
to have a Clock for the use of the Girlls Schoole, 
and offer being made of an indifferent good one 
for forty shillings, and Mr. Stanton giveing seven 
and sixpence towards the same, agreed, that the 
Clock be bought, and that Mr. Keylway pay One 
pound Twelve and Sixpence, the Remainder of 
the s4o for the same. 


Among the various items in the Accounts 
from time to time appears:— 


To Mr. Hammers for a Years Keeping the 
Clock re ries (cha © 
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In its early days the School was financed by 
church collections. Reference has already been 
made to the fact that on January 1, 1700, Dr. 
Lancaster, Vicar of St. Martin’s, agreed to have 
a monthly collection in Trinity Chapel, the first 
collection there amounting to £13 9s. 84d. A 
quarterly collection appears to have been made 
at ““Oxendon Chappell,” the first reference to 
which is as follows: — 


Sept. 4,1701. Collection Money at £ s. d. 
Oxendon Chappell AsnTe 0 


Each quarter the sum collected is recorded in 
the Minutes, and often about £6 was received. 

Collections are noted as being taken at St. 
Martin’s Church at the Monthly Lecture:— 


Jan. 22, 1707. Brought in the Collection 
Money at St. Martin’s Church, the Monthly 
Lecture, the 18 of this Instant, amounting to 
Thirteen pounds, Eighteen Shillings and four 
pence halfpenny, Being the First Collection, 
since the Rev. Dr. Lancaster was pleas’d, for 
the benefit of these Schooles, to alter the Sermon, 
from the Third Sunday at 7 in the morning, to 
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5 in the Evening of the said Third Sunday in 
each month. 


The expenses of this Sermon often find a place 
in the Minute Books: — 


Mar. 4, 1707. What Mr. Keylway has paid to 
Minister for Preaching the Lecture Sermons— 


£1 for each Sermon £435 
Also To Dr. Mandevill for Coach-hire 0. 4. 0 
ae 42 sutiel & 4 aac O.. 3 
Jan. 27, 1708. To Mr. King for 
preaching at St. Martin’s Jan. 16 | HRS seed 


Jan. 27, 1708. To Dr. Lambert’s 
Coachman when he preached a og 


The sum varies, 10s. sometimes being paid:— 


Mar. 17, 1708. To the Rev. Mr. 
Ramsey for preaching at St. Martin’s 
Church on Feb. 20, 1708 0.10: oO 


After 1708 collections were also given by 
“Russell Court Chappell ”:— 


Mar. 25, 1708. The Wardens of Russell Court 
Chappell, haveing waited on the Rev. Dr. Lan- 
caster, that he would please to give leave for a 
Quarterly Collection at the said Chappell, for 
the benefitt of these Schooles, which readily 
granting, there was Collected at the said 
Chappell Doors, on Sunday, 16th Instant, after 
Morning & Afternoon Sermons £8. 14. 84 
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Dec. 9, 1708. From Russell Court Chappell 
Riz 5- -O- 


Later on (about 1718) collections were made at 
* Spring Gardens Chappelle,” and as late as 1764 
reference is made to the collection taken at 
Tavistock Chapel: — 


Apl. 18, 1764. First Charity Sermon preached 
at Tavistock Chapel by Rev. Mr. Desney. Assist. 
Preacher to Rev. Dr. Saunders & Lecturer of 
Aldgate where was collected £10. 2g: 


Reference is made from time to time to sums 
received from “Monday Night’s Societe” and 
** Tuesday Night’s Societe,” the sum of £5 being 
received from the latter on March 25, 1709. 

Collections appear to have been taken at the 
School once a quarter when the children were 
examined by the Trustees. This occurs in many 
Minutes under the heading “ Quarterly Collec- 
tion at the Examn. of the children.” The 
following is a typical Minute about the collec- 
tions: — 


Jan. 13, 1708. Mr. Morrison brought in Five 

Guineas, as a gift from an unknowne hand, 

which he received of Mr. Hemings 5: 7: 6 
Also from Mrs. Walshlin, by Mr. 


Bradbury, a gift of Tours 6 
The Monthly Collection at St. 
Martin’s. 19 Dec. last FLEE A 


The Quarterly Collection at 
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Trinity Chapel: the 22nd Do. 8: 8: 64 
The Quarterly Collection at 
Oxondon Chapel the 26th Do. $/I7 eT 
The Collection at the Quarterly 
Examination the 26th Do. 6: 8: 9. 
34:19: 34 


All which sums, amounting to Thirty four 
pounds, Nineteen & three pence $ were pd to 
Mr. Keylway who gave a Note for the same. 


Extract concerning the collection money:— 


Apl. 25, 1724. Mr. Turner reported, That an 
Order of Vestry was made on Wed: last:; That 
no Fees, or Money be henceforth given, at any 
Collections for these Schooles, to the Clerks, 
Sextons, Beadles, the Vestry or Pew Keepers at 
Church or Chappells. 

Order’d, The Thanks of the Trustees for the 


same. 


In the Minute Book beginning August 31, 
1763» the Charity sermons are summed up 
thus:— 


Two at the Parish Church, one in the 
Morning, the other in the Afternoon, in the 
Month of December, & Two more in the Month 
of May. 


Two at Spring Gardens Chapel, both in the 
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Morning, one in the Month of December the 
other in May. . 

Six Sermons at the Parish Church on the Third 
Sundays of October, November, December, 
January, February & March at _ Evening 
Prayers. 


Tavistock Chapel. A Sermon on the Mornings 
of the first Sundays of January, April & August. 
Long Acre Chapel on the 2nd) Sundays of 

Oxendon a eee 4 amy April, 
Trinity do. ,, ,, 4th) July & October. 


In its early days the School sometimes came 
into sums of money in unusual ways:— 


_ July 19, 1705. ... Also, five pounds from 

Mr. Gill on the Acct. following, viz. Whereas 
on the r2th of June 1705, Mr. Gill living in 
Long Acre, Constable, by the persuasion of the 
Beadle, Watchmen (and prevalence of an ill 
neighbour) went to Mrs. Millard’s house, next 
to Dr. Lancaster’s, and did with them forc’d 
into her house, and resolutely carry’d from 
thence, Six Gentlemen to the Watch-house, for 
which offence, (not being justifiable by Law), 
the said Constable made his submission to the 
Gen™ and payd five pounds as an acknowledge- 
ment for the same, which sum of five pounds, 
was order’d by the said Gentellmen, to be given 
to the Trustees of this Schoole for the use of the 


same. 
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By 1705 the list of subscribers was a long 
one. In August 1706 it fills two pages of the 
Minute Book, the subscriptions amounting to 
£90 14s. 6d. The first regular subscribers men- 
tioned are Lord and Lady Brooks, who from 
April 1702 contributed varying sums, some of 
the gifts being noted as from “My Lady 
Brookes.” Among those noted at various times 
are:— 


May 8, 1707. Rt. Hon'the Earle & Countess 
of Portland £20. 0. O per annum 


Apl. 29, 1708. £10 per annum from the Lord 
Coningby. 

Jan. 20, 1729. Duchess Somersett’s Subscrip- 
tion due Xmas past $ year £53; F28S 


Sept. 15, 1729. Duchess Somersett’s Subscrip- 
tion due Midsummer past $ yr. RM eee 


This annual subscription of £10 ros. continued 
for many years and is noted regularly. 


June 22, 1737. Earl Godolphin’s subscription 
to Lady day Pe et Ps 

Many other generous subscribers might be 
mentioned. The following Minute is particu- 
larly noteworthy as showing the practical. in- 


terest in the School shown by Queen Charlotte, 
wife of George III:— 


Feb. 11,1778. Lord Guildford having acquain- 
ted the Treasurer that her Majesty had 
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graciously been pleased to subscribe Thirty 
Guineas per Annum to this School. The 
Treasurer now informed the Board that he had 
received the first years subscription of Vincent 
Mathias Esq. 


Ordered That application be made to the Rev. 
Dr. Hamilton to request the favour of him to 
wait upon Lord Guildford to return the Thanks 
of the Trustees for the same. 


The first mention of receipts for these sub- 
scriptions is as follows:— 


Apl. 29,1778. ‘That a Copper Plate be provided 
with a proper blank Receipt graved thereon; 
& that such a Receipt be delivered to each Sub- 
scriber on the Payment of their Subscription. 

That a List of the names of the subscribers 
to the Charity Schools in this Parish for the year 
1777 be printed, and the names alphabetically 
arrane’d & divided into the Nine distinct Wards, 
with the several sums subscribed set against the 
Name of each subscriber. : 


Most generous gifts are recorded: — 


June 28, 1711. Mr. Thomas Browne was 
pleased to give for the use of these Schooles, 
Three blank Lottery Ticketts, No. 745, 746 & 
747 in the State Lottery for £1500000 in 1710, 
which Ticketts were lodged in the Iron Chest, 
till the Interest comes due. 
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Dec. 8, 1719. The Rev. Dr. Green brought in 
this evening a gift of Fifty pounds from an 
unknowne Benefactor. . 


Jan. 3, 1720/21. Mr. Turner brought in Two 
of Queen Ann’s five guinea peices, and two 
halfe-guineas which he received from the Rev. 
Mr. Grisdale as a gift from an unknown Bene- 
factor. 


Nov. 21, 1721. Gift of £500 from Richard 
Miller Esq. of this Parish. Ordered and 
Resolved, That the Two Churchwardens do 
waite on the said Gent" to present him, the most 
humble and grateful thanks of the Trustees, for 
his so generous and bountifull Donation; and 
humbly to desire the said Richard Miller Esq. to 
accept of being a Trustee to these Schooles. 


There is no record of this generous donor 
accepting the office of Trustee. His name 
occurs in the Minutes a few years later: — 


July 24, 1728. Agreed, the Picture of Richard 
Miller, Esq. late of this Parish, made a present 
of to the Trustees by Mr. Millington be plac’d 
in the Vestry Room. 


ry 13,1729. Gift of £50 from the Bishop of 
y. 

July 10, 1754. Mr. Balack reported that Mr. 
John Andrews (a Trustee of these Schools) had 


paid into his hands Twenty Pounds, being a gift 
from himself to this Charity. 
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Nov. 15, 1775. This evening Mr. Burnell re- 
ported to the Committee that he received the 
Sum of Thirty Pounds from Mrs. Vizier of 
Castle St. Leicester Fields, being her gift to this 
Charity. 

Dec. 14, 1788. The Treasurer having reported 
to this Board that he had received a Donation of 
£25 from Mr. Geo. Palmer of St. Martin’s Lane. 
Ordered That the thanks of this Board be given 
to Mr. Palmer for his liberal Donation, & that 
he be informed they have unanimously appointed 
him a Trustee of this Charity. 


June 10, 1795. ‘The Treasurer reported to the 
Board that Mr. Wm. Carr, late of the Strand, 
had presented the sum of £20 to this Charity— 
Order’d that the Thanks of the Board be given 


to him for the same. 


Thus it may be seen how much the School 
owed in the first hundred years of its existence 
to collections, subscriptions and donations. 

Mention must also be made of legacies, a com- 

plete list of which would cover many pages. 
We can give here only a few of the most in- 
teresting and unusual ones. The first legacy is 
as follows:— 
July 11, 1706. £6 per annum left by Charles 
Adams to be dispos’d of yearly in Buying Shifts 
for the Girlls of this Schoole, and giving each of 
them a Book call’d The Whole Duty of Man, 
when bound Apprentic’d. 


[31] 


ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS HIGH SCHOOL 


After his wife’s death the sum was to be £14. 

Mr. McMaster tells us that in 1706 Mr. Hugh 
North settled on the Trustees the sum of £40 
per annum for ten years for the benefit of the 
Boys’ and Girls’ Schools. This is referred to in 
our Minute Books in 1708:— 


Mar. 25, 1708. Mr. Hugh North’s Legacy of 
the Annuity £40. 0. o. 

Nov. 11, 1711. Josiah Kay, late of Long Acre 
in this Parish, Lock Smith, left by Will, a 
Legacy of Forty Shillings per Annum for ever, 
to be paid within Six days after every 25th 
March to the Trustees of these Schooles, charged 
on an Estate at Priors Marston in the County of 
Warwick, bequeathed to’ his nephew, Mr. 
Thomas Kay. vide, the Clause of the Will lodged 
in the Iron Chest. 


Mar. 10, 1714/5. £200 from late Mr. Samuel 
Fethplace. 


Nov. 10, 1719. Thursday last being the sth of 
Nov’, and the Third Year since the Decease of 
Mr. Williams, who by his laste Will, left One 
Hundred Pounds to these Schooles, and by a 
Clause in his said Will, directed a Sermon to be 
preach’d every Third Year, by the Rev. Mr. 
Spalding, at St. Martin’s Church, and twenty 
Shillings to be paid for the same, with twenty 
more to be expended for a Dinner, which was 
perform’d accordingly; and One Boy and two 
Girlls to be bound out Ap® by the Int. on the 
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£300 on 3 years and that Five Pounds be given 
with the boy so apprenticed and Thirty Shill ¢ 
to Cloath him. : 

A later Minute shows that the terms of this 
Will continued to be carried out:— 
Oct. 9, 1755. Sermon to be preached at St. 
Martin’s Church as mentioned in a clause of the 
Will of Mr. Sam: Williams, deceased, ‘being 
appointed to be preached at the said Church 
on Wed: morn: next w™ will be the sth day of 
Nov’. Agreed by the Board that the Trustees 
dine that day at the King’s Arms and One Ton 
tavern in the Strand, and that each gent: do pay 
2/6 towards the expence of the dinner. 


A later record (Nov. 4, 1761) points out that 

the gentlemen had now “ relinquished the sum 
for the purpose of dining out and do appropriate 
the 20/- for the use of the Charity.” 
Dec. 6, 1720. Mr. Warcopp reported, That 
Luke King, gen‘, late of this parish had left a 
Legacy of Five-hundred pounds to these Charity 
Schooles. Dr. Green, the Churchwardens & 
Trustees sign’d a Receipt, and agreed, that the 
same should be lay’d out on a Mallt Tally— 

Agreed to deposite the said Tally, in the 

Buroe in the Hospitall dineing roome. 
Aug. 29,1727. Legacy of £100 to Boys School, 
£200 to Girlls from Richard Evans, late of 
Chelsea. ‘This sum of £300 to be pay’d out to 
purchase the like sum of South Sea Annuities. 
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* 

One of the legacies which is frequently men- 
tioned is that of Mrs. Strode (or Stroud) who 
left £1000 between St. Martin’s, St. Dunstan’s 
and St. Clement’s Schools: — 


Mar. 5, 1722/3. ‘The Trustees received Infor- 
mation that Martha Strode, Widow, had left a 
Legacy of £336. 10. 0. 


Jan. 25, 1728. The Trustees of St. Clement’s 
Parish sent an Acct. of some Houses in Belton 
St., the Ground Rents whereof are to be sold; 
and they are of opinion, if it will be agreeable 
to purchase the said Ground Rents w* the 
Legacy Left by Mrs. Stroud, to St. Dunstan’s, 
St. Clement’s & St. Martin’s School, and desired 
to have our approbation therein. Desired Mr. 
Warcopp acquaint them that we approve of the 
s? purchase; and desirs Mr. Bridges to go for- 
ward with the Agreem'& 4: the Rent be £40 a 
y" as Mr. Bridges mentioned, and let us know 
how they proceed. 


Feb. 25, 1728. Mr. Warcopp Reported, That 
the Trustees of St. Dunstans & St. Clements; had 
sent to acquaint the Trustees of this School That 
they made an Agree* for 7 Houses (the Ground 
Rent) Amounting to £40 p' Ann: and that the 
purchase was £1050 which this board Agreed to. 


Order’d Mr. Warcopp pay (viz.) To make up 
Mrs. Stroud’s Legacy £1000 £1050: Our Third 
£16.13. 4: 
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To Mr. Gale, Attorney, for ma: 2; Writings, 
passing fine and other things ab:' the purchase 


one 3 of his Bill — £10: 11: 8 
Mr. Shaw for Broakeridge of the s* purchase 
one 3rd ag Poe. 


Pd. for a Box to keep the Writings of the 
s* Purchase in, having 3 keys, one to each School, 
And the Box to be kept in St. Martin’s Library, 
a 34 being O: 3: 6 


Apl. 29, 1729. Legacy due Xmas past the Prin- 
ciple £333: 6: 8 being laid out of the Ground 
Rents of 7 Houses in Belton Street : rent of 
which Commences from Xmas past. £10 0. 0 


After this, the sum received from the Ground 
Rent is mentioned in the Accounts every year. 


July 8,1752. Legacy of £50 from Mrs. Mabella 
Mellichamp, late of this Parish. 

Ordered that the Treasurer do pay Mr. W™ 
Lindeman of the Prerogative Office, Doctor’s 
Commons, the sum of twenty five shillings 
(being at the Rate of 24%) as a gratuity for 
his information of the above mentioned Legacy. 
And it is further Agreed (by all the gentlemen 
present) that a Gratuity be paid of Sixpence in 
the £ to the said informant for all future 
Legacies that shall or may be left to the Schools. 


July 10, 1754. Mr. Lindeman sent Extract 
from Registry of Prerogative Court of Canter- 
bury, specifying that Mr. W™ Basnett late of 
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this Parish deceased left £21 in his Will dated 
July 1750. 

Dec. 21, 1756. Mr. Treasurer Balack reported 
that he had rec’ the Right Hon. Countess of 
Salisbury’s Legacy of £50 to these Schools. 


Jan. 25, 1775. Mr. Lindeman reported to this 
Board That Francis Caryl Esq. had by his last 
Will & Testament left to this Charity the sum 
of Five Hundred Pounds. 


Aug. 9, 1775. That the Treasurer be desired 
to pay Mr. Webster the Sum of Sixteen guineas 
for Painting the Picture of the late Francis Caryl 
Esq. 

The picture of this donor, painted at the re- 
quest of the Trustees, is familiar to most of us, 
and shows up well in its position in our new 


Assembly Hall at Tulse Hill. 


Feb, 21, 1776. Mr. Lindeman reported to this 
Board that the Rev. Dr. Saunders (Vicar of St. 
Martin’s) had by his last Will & Testament left 
to this Charity the sum of £20. 


Dec. 11, 1776. £500 left by Dr. Peter Le 
Courier to be disposed of by the Vicar, Church- 
wardens & Overseers of the Parish of St. Martin 
in the Fields. Mr. C. W. Capel now reported 
that the Vicar, Churchwardens & Overseers had 
a meeting on Sunday last for the purpose of 
applying the said Legacy; and unanimously 
agreed to give the same to this Charity. 
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Feb. 5, 1777. This evening Mr. Ric’ Roycroft 
Wrather paid into the Hands of the Treasurer 
the sum of £500 being the Legacy given by the 
late Mrs. Mary Roycroft (of Charing Cross) to 
this Charity. 


Feb. 15, 1786. Mr. Lindeman reported to this 
Board that the late Mr. McCullum had by his 
Will left Ten Guineas to this Charity. 


Oct. 11,1788. ‘The late Sir Robert Taylor, who 
in his Lifetime having been a very liberal Sub- 
scriber to this Charity, did by a Codicil bequeath 
not only the sum of £100 to the Trustees for 
the Use of this Charity on Condition that the 
Boys did attend his Funeral, but also directed 
that one guinea be given to each boy for his 
Trouble; and Michael Angelo Taylor Esq. Son 
of the Deceased having in his great Liberality 
sent to the Trustees Thirty Nine Guineas (the 
Number of Girls in this House) to be distributed 
to the girls; the said sum of One Guinea was 
given at this Board to the several Boys & Girls 
respectively after they had been admonished by 
the Chairman to lay out the same in a proper 
Manner and behave themselves respectfully to 
the Trustees & Inhabitants of this Parish in par- 
ticular and the Publick in general. 


Oct. 11, 1788. Ordered That the Thanks of 
this Board be given to Michael Angelo Taylor 
for the 39 gns . . . etc. 
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May 7, 1790. The Treasurer reported that he 
had received the Sum of One Hundred Pounds 
being the Legacy of the late John Burnell Esq. 
and also a Donation of 10 guineas from Mr. 
Benjamin Tebbs, his Executor. 

Resolved. 

That the Thanks of this Board be given to 
Mr. Tebbs for his early payment of the said 
Legacy and also for his kind Donation. And 
that he be requested to accept of the Office of 
Trustee to this Charity. 

The money obtained from these collections, 
subscriptions, donations, etc., was most carefully 
invested by the Trustees from the earliest days 
of the School. 

By 1707 sufficient money was in hand to 
invest. The first record of an investment 
occurs in a long Minute dated November 6, 
1707, about “placeing out Two Hundred 
Pounds in the Exchequer upon the Credit of an 
Act of Parliament as may appear by a Talley 
and Order No. 530. Interest after the rate of 
Six per Cent.” After this there are frequent 
references, some of which are as follows:— 


May 14,1708. ‘There being an Oppertunity of 
placeing out 120 Ib. uppon Land Security, and 
there being so much in Mr. Keylways hands, It 
is Agreed, that the same be plact out accordingly, 


and that Mr. Keylway and Mr. Morrison take 
care of the same. . 
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May 22, 1708. Mr. Morrison & Mr. Keylway 
having been appointed to place out at Interest 
£120 at 6 percent. to Mrs. Mary Bowles Widdow, 
on a Mortgage of an Estate of Land & Tene- 
ments, being att Chigwell in the County of 
Essex; proper Instruments for that purpose were 
drawne, & approved of by Councill, Signed, 
Sealled & Delivered, to the Parties as before- 
mentioned in Trust for these Schooles, which 
said Deed or Deeds were brought in & delivered 
to the Trustees, to be Deposited with the other 
Securities: of these Schooles which was accord- 
ingly performed. 


Apl. 7, 1709. Report was made according to 
order by Mr. Fisher & Mr. Rudsby, There were 
an opportunity of placeing Money, at 6 per 
Cent. Interest, in the Government, on the Mallt 
Tax, for the Year 1709. 

Resolved that £150 be placed out accordingly, 
& no more at present, it becoming necessary to 
keep the remainder, in order to defray the 
approaching Charges of the Children’s Cloath- 
ing. 
Apl. 28, 1709. Order’d that Mr. Keylway pay 
unto the Exchequer £150 on the Mallt Tax for 
1709, & take an Order & Tally for it, in his owne 
name, signing a Declaration of Trust, that the 
same is for the Sole use & Benefitt of these 
Schooles. 


The following Minute sums up the invest- 
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ments in hand at this time, and also shows the 
businesslike methods of the Trustees: — 


Mar. 16, 1709. Mr. Edward Fisher, being 
present, was desired to supply the place of Mr. 
John, Parkins lately deceased, in collecting the 
subscription money, Mr. Hugh North’s & Mr. 
Adam’s Annual Legacies, the gentellmen of the 
Vestrys Agreement payable Quarterly from the 
Church-wardens, with all the Interest Money, 
as it becomes due, on Mrs. Bowles Mortgage, 
Exchequer Orders, the East India Bond, or 
what other securityes shall be given, & Interest 
due, on Account of these two Charity Schooles, 
which he readily consented to. 

Order’d that a book be provided to engross 
all the Subscribers Names, with the sums they 
yearly pay, what any are in Arrears, with the 
severall particulars they pay, and the time they 
were due. 

Order’d also, That it be an Instruction to the 
said Mr. Fisher that all Money so received by 
him, be brought to an Account every Quarter, 
paid in to the Trustees of these Schooles, and a 
proper discharge given for the same. 


The next year showed great activity on the 
part of the Trustees in investing money. These 
are typical references: — 


Apl. 27, 1710. Order’d that (with the advice 
of the Rev. Dr. Lancaster) an East India Bond 
be purchased of £100, & that Mr. Cobbe & Mr. 
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Keylway take care of the same, and make 
report thereof at the next meeting. Agreed. 
nemine contradicente. 


Aug. 3, 1710. Mr. Kelway reported that he 
had received a year’s Interest on the £200 in the 


Exchequer. £1d2" G9 '-6 
Also a years Interest on the Order 
for Mallt 9. O& O 


Both which sums amounting to £21, he gave 
his note for the same. 


The following contains the first mention, of 
the State Lottery to which reference is made 
frequently afterwards:— 


June 17,1711. Mr. Cobb & Mr. Fisher report, 
That they had paid the Bank Ninety Six 
Pounds, three shillings & fourpence, which with 
the Discount of Three Pounds, sixteen shillings 
& eight pence, entitells to Ten, Ten pounds 
Ticketts in the State Lottery, which when 
deliver’d out, their numbers to be given in to 
the Rev. Dr. Lancaster, and the Ticketts lodged 
with the other Securities of the Schoole. 


Sept. 18, 1712. Agreed, That the Hundred 
Pound East India Bond be sold, & a Class ticket 
in the present State Lottery, purchased with the 
money. 


Oct. 18, 1712. Class Tickett, which had been 
lodged in Iron Chest mentioned in last Minutes 
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reported as having Drawne a blank in the Third 
Class, premium £115. 


The Investments in South Sea Stock, first men- 
tioned in 1712, are of particular interest. Space 
allows us to give only a few of the numerous 
references: — 


June 19,1712. Mr. Cobb reported That he had 
exchang’d the three Debentures for Army & 
Transport Service which he entered as South 
Sea Stock in the Office belonging to the said 
Company, the Instrument of w® he brought in, 
and Lodged it in the Iron Chest, the Interest of 
w" he was also ordered to take care of 
Receiving, as it becomes due. 


Feb. 8, 1725/6. Reported that Mr. Warcopp 
had bought £300 Capitall South Sea Annuities 
at 994. 


Aug. 9, 1726. Another £300 South Sea 
Annuities bought. 


Jan. 5, 1730. Ordered Mr. Warcopp sell the 
South Sea Stock & Ann: standing in Doct? 
Lancaster’s name: which accordingly he did, 
And rec’d for it: Two Hundred and four 
pounds, fifteen shillings & three pence. Out of 
which Mr. Warcopp lent the parish £200 on ye 
security of Trinity Chapell. 


June 27, 1732. Mr. Churchwarden Harris re- 
ported that the Parish will pay off the £400 lent 
to the Parish on Trinity Chappell, and also agreed 
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the said, be laid out in government security for 
the benefit of the School. 
Rec’ thes‘ £400 of ye Parish £400 
Order’d that the Trustees be summoned to 
meet next Tuesday to consider of laying it out. 


July 4, 1732. It is agreed that the four Hun- 
dred Pounds pay’d by the Parish be laid out in 
South Sea Stock & that Mr. Turner & Mr. 
Leeson do buy the same, in their Names in Trust, 
for the said schools. 


Sums continue to be invested in the South 
Sea Stock until 1749, when there are two refer- 
ences to money in this stock being exchanged 
for shares in the New Joint Stock of South Sea 
Annuities. From this time many investments 
in the latter are noted. 

By 1785 the funds of the School had grown 
considerably, as is shown by this Minute:— 


Apl. 13, 1785. That J. Hale Esq. T. Bullard 
Esq. & Mr. Macey Life be requested to transfer 
the £3900 N.S.S. Stock standing in their Names, 
belonging to this Charity, to the Rev. Dr. 
Hamilton, Sir Robert Tayler & W. Bayley Esq. 


From the earliest days of the School’s history 
the accounts were kept in a most orderly and 
accurate manner. An interesting book labelled 
“Receipts & Expenditure 1699-1758 ” sums up 
each year in March the amount of money 
received and spent. On the Receipt side is 
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found stated most methodically the money that 
came in each year from church collections, sub- 
scriptions, gifts, interest and legacies, and on the 
Expenditure side such items as salaries, school 
rents, money paid to employers to whom the 
children were apprenticed, ‘“ Cloathing,” 
“Ministers for Preaching Charity Sermons,” 
tradesmen’s bills, etc., among the latter being 
generally the expenses incurred by the Whit- 
suntide Procession, e.g. in March 1713:— 


To children’s cake, bread & beer at 


Whitsuntide fo. 1B 
Also Expences at y° Walking 2, Olas 
and Expences to the Beadles and at 

y° Walking 2.16. O 


Sometimes the various items of expenditure 
are run together, thus:— 


To a Year’s New River Water, and 
Mr. Hamers Keeping the Schoole Clock 1. 1. 0 
Advertising & Candlesticks Is. O 


In its copperplate writing, carefully ruled 
lines and general appearance of extreme neat- 
ness, this book testifies to the great care shown 
in keeping financial records in the eighteenth 
century. 
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From the Minute Books it is possible to make 
an almost complete list of the Headmistresses of 
the School from 1700 to the present day. The 
records show how much the School owes to the 
untiring energy and great enthusiasm of many 
of these women. ‘The greatest care was taken 
in the appointment from the earliest days, and 
it is noticeable throughout that when a meeting 
was called to elect a new Headmistress, the 
Trustees attended in full force. 

The meeting of January 1, 1700, which 
decided to form a Girls’ School to correspond 
to the one started for boys in 1699, sets forth 
the qualifications the Trustees required in their 
first Headmistress: — 

Jan. 1,1700. Order’d that on Thursday the 9th 
instant this matter be further consider’d on, 
& that the severall persons proposed as mistresses 
for this schoole do come then in order to their 
examination, and that none be admitted as such 
unles their Qualifications, or the most part of 
them be in them. 

Viz. 


1. That she be a member . . . of the Church 
of England and of a sober life and conversation 
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2, One that has frequented the Communion 
once a month (at least) for some years 

3. One that keeps good orders in her family 
(if she have one) 

4. One that has the comand of her Passions 

5. One that is of an Ingenious Mind, willing 
to learn, and apt to teach 

6. That she be solidly grounded in the true 
Principles and Practice of Christianity so as to 
give a good acc* thereof to the Minister of the 
Parish upon Examination 

7. One that is sufficiently grounded in the 
English Tongue so as to be able to teach her 
Scholars to read, and also one who understands 
knitting, writing, plane Work or so as to be 
able to instruct her Scholars in the same, in 
order to fit them either for Service or Appren- 
tishipp 


Three candidates for the post of Headmistress 
appeared at the meeting on January 9, 1700, the 
first being Mrs. Grace Dobrow, whose qualifica- 
tions were as follows:— 


Jan. 9, 1700. Mrs. Grace Dobrow living in 
Stable Yard by St. James’s Street came this day 
(being recomonded by the Rev™' Dr. Lancaster 
for a Mistress of this Schoole) in order to be 
examin’d touching her Qualifications and being 
examined says She is of the Church of England, 
is a Widdow with two children; frequents the 
Coimunion thrice a year, has read (besides the 


[46] 


THE HEADMISTRESSES 


Bible) the Duty of Man & Bishop Taylors Guide 
to Devotion, understands plane Work, but not 
knitting, can write indifferently. 


Another candidate is described thus: — 


Mrs. Jane Scatergood living between Grafton 
Street and Monmouth Street came on the same 
acc* being recomended by Mr. Coleman, being 
examin’d sayes she is of the Church of England 
is a Widdow & has two Children, teaches now a 
Schoole, frequents the Sacrament thrice a year 
understands plane work & knitting, has read 
besides the Bible the Duty of Man & Practice 
of Piety. 


The successful candidate was Mrs. Mary 
Harbin:— 


Mrs. Mary Harbin, lodging at y° sign of the 
Coffee Mill and Sugar Loafe in St. James St 
came upon the same account, being recomended 
by Mr. Gaywood. Being examin’d, says she 
is a single woman aged ab‘ 4o, of the Church of 
England, has in her aprentishipp rec’ the 
Sacrament once a Month, since that once a 
week; has read (besides the Bible), Bishop 
Taylor’s, Dr. Scot’s, Dr. Horneck’s, and Dr. 
Sherlock’s Books; has for these twenty years past 
brought up severall children, and has made it 
her chief business to instruct them in Religion, 
so that all, but one, has (being first brought to 
Ministers) rec? the Communion at 15 years of 
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Age; writes a very good hand, and understands 
knitting and plane work. 
Order’d that the Number of the Girls to be 
admitted into this Schoole shall not exceed forty. 
Order’d that the Mistress of this Schoole be 
allowed the sume of twenty-four pounds a year 
and the conveniency of a lodging. 


Jan. 16,1700. Order’d that Mrs. Mary Harbin 
be Mistress of this Schoole (provided that the 
Rev? Dr. Lancaster approve of her). 


By 1705 the School had grown larger and Mrs. 
Harbin’s salary was increased in consequence:— 


Apl. 8, 1705. The Trustees having taken ten 
girls more into the Schoole and this night con- 
sidering of Mrs. Harbin’s Salary. Agreed that 
she be allowed after the rate of twenty five 
pounds a year for teaching the Children to Spell, 
Read and Work; And that she be allowed £5 a 
year for teaching them to write, in all thirty 
pounds; to commence from Lady Day last. 


That the Trustees were fully aware of the 
valuable services of Mrs. Harbin is shown from 
time to time:— 


Apl. 15,1708. Agree’d that in consideration of 
Mrs. Harbin’s extraordinary Care & diligence in 
teaching the Girlls, and makeing the Childrens 
awbes & Stockings, Two Guineas be presented 
to her. 
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Jan. 27, 1708. Agreed That a Great Coat be 
given to the Master and a Rideing Hood to the 
Mistress, to attend the Children to Church, in 
cold & wet weather. 


_ Among the bills paid in February 1708 is this 
item:— 


To Mr. Danson, his bill for the Master’s Great 
Coat Del Aa O 


There is no reference to the payment of Mrs. 
Harbin’s “‘ Rideing Hood.” 

Then comes the important record stating that 
Mistress Mary Harbin showed her firm adherence 
to the principle of the Divine Right of Kings 
by refusing to pray for George I at Prayers. 


Nov. 15, 1716. Complaint haveing been made 
to the Trustees by severall Subscribers, and 
others, that Mary Harbin, Mistress of the Girll’s 
Schoole, omitts praying for his Majesty in the 
Schoole, is of Non-juring Principles, dissa- 
fected to the present happy Establishment, and 
has refus’d the oaths to the same; Agreed, that 
Mr H. Warcup and Mr Fisher acquaint her with 
ye said complaint. 


Nov. 29, 1716. Mr Warcup and Mr Fisher 
also Mr Rose having had severall conferences 
with Mrs Harbin on the subject complained on 
the 17th Inst., reported the substance thereof 
and that she acknowledged her unhappiness, in 
not being capable, with the sattisfaction of her 


E [49] 


ST. MARTIN-IN-THE-FIELDS HIGH SCHOOL 


owne mind, to take the oaths the law requires; 
She humbly submitted and was passively 
obedient to whatever they should determine. 
Resolved that Mary Harbin the present Mistress 
of the Girll’s Schoole, for her Dissafection to 
his Most Sacred Majesty King George, and non- 
compliance with what the law requires to the 
Government, has rendered herselfeé uncapable 
of being continued Mistress of this publick 
Charity Schoole——Agreed That she be called in 
and acquainted with the said Resolution. Which 
being done, She humbly Acquiesced with the 
same and was ready to Resigne her place at the 
Trustees pleasure; then she withdrew. 


The following testimonial shows how highly 
the Trustees regarded their first Headmistress, 
and how much they regretted having to ask for 
her resignation: — 


Mar. 17, 1716/7. ‘This is to Certifie whom it 
may concern, That Mary Harbin, late Mistress 
of the Charity Schoole for poor girlls in the 
parish of St. Martins in the Fields in the City 
and Liberty of Westminster was not dismist 
from the said employment, for any inabillity, or 
neglect in discharge of the same, being 
Admirably Qualified and every way capacitated 
for her sexes instruction; having been an inde- 
faticable Mistress to this Schoole since its first 
Erection, being nere Sixteen years, and had not 
been oblig’d to resigne the said office, but for 
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Her strict adherence to those Non-juring prin- 
ciples, which prevented her Compliance with 
the present happy Establishment and conse- 
quently rendered her removall absolutely 
Necessary, as well in Discharge of our Trust, 
for the said Schoole, as in Duty and Obedience 
to his Majesty’s Person and Government. In 
Testimonie whereof, We the Trustees of the said 
Schoole have signed our respective Names. 


In the meantime the second Headmistress, in 
the person of a Mrs. Mary Worthrington (a 
widow), had been chosen on January 10, 
1716/7, the greatest care being taken to ensure 
that she was “‘ well affected to the present happy 
Establishment ” :— 


Jan. 10,1716/7. The Trustees being all present 
(except the Rev. Dr. Lancaster) , they proceeded 
according to Order, to the Election of a Mis- 
tress; the severall Candidates attending, they 
were again separately examined and Interogated 
as to their Principles and Qualifications; and 
being withdrawne, after some small debate on 
the Method of Voteing, it was agreed, to write 
each candidates Name, & so to marke against 
Her’s, whom each esteemed the fittest for the 
place. 

Which being perform’d, the Majority was 
found to be for Mary Worthrington, who there- 
upon was declared duly Elected Mistress of this 
Schoole, to succeed Mrs. Harbin. 
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In 1718 the Trustees arranged to have a 
certain number of children, mostly orphans, as 
boarders, and on August 5 there 1s a Minute to 
the effect that they took the “whole upper 
floors” of Hungerford Market House for £26 
per annum on a lease of seven years “to take 
part of the chilldren to bed and board.” The 
numbers at first were ten girls and twenty boys. 
A matron was appointed in December 1718 to 
take charge of these children. 


In 1723 the death of Mrs. Worthrington is 

recorded :— 
Sept. 24, 1723. It having pleas’d God to take 
out of this World Mrs. Mary Worthrington, 
Schoole Mistress to the Charity Girlls of this 
Parish, and there being several Persons who 
petition: for the said place, the following were 
called in and seperately interrogated, as to their 
Circumstances, Qualifications and principles. 
Viz. 

[Here is set out a list of candidates, the quali- 
fications of the successful one being as follows. ] 
Isabella Hamers, Widdow & Housekeeper in this 
Parish, has two Boys, both from her, is about 
42 years old, a member of the Church of 
England, Constant Communicant, understands 
the English Tongue, writes a plain Legible hand, 
has taught plain worke and is mistress of her 
needle and knitting, is well affected to the 
present happy Establishment, and will use her 
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utmost endeavour to Instruct the Girlls in the 
Principles of the Christian Religion as Taught 
in our Excellent Church. 


Arrangements were made for Mrs. Hamers to 
take charge of the boarders: — 


Oct. 8, 1723. A motion being made, and the 
Question being put, That the Schoole Mistress 
now to be chosen shall take care of the govern- 
ment, and good behaviour of the Twenty 
Hospitall Girlls; not only in, but out of Schoole 
Hours; and that Her Sallery be Twenty five 
pounds per Annum: and to Lodge, and Boarde 
at the Schoole & Hospitall—Agreed to, Nemine 
~ Contradicente. 


The next Headmistress reigned for a very 
short time:— 


Mar. 18, 1736. Mrs. Joyce Green approved on 
by the Trustees to succeed the late Mrs. Hamers 
as School Mistress to the Girls. 


Nov. 22, 1737. Upon Representation of Mrs. 
Green’s being married, her ill state of Health & 
Neglect of the School, her Husband being call’d 
in, was acquainted, that it was not thought 
proper she should be continued any Longer 
School Mistress, And was order’d to leave the 
School by Christmas next. And agreed that this 
day fortnight the Trustees would Receive 
recommendations for a new Mistress to succeed 
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her, and the same to be accordingly mentioned 
in the Summons for that day. 


Dec. 20, 1737. Mrs. Bowen & Mrs. Baldwin 
appeared candidates for School Mistress, and 
after Examination it was Referr’d to Dr. Pearce, 
for further Examination. And agreed that Mr. 
Chu: Ward" Sidall & Mr. Warcopp wait upon 
the Dr. to acquaint him therewith. 


There is no direct reference as to which was 
appointed, but Mrs. Baldwin’s name occurs in 
subsequent Minutes until 1753 when she was 
succeeded by Mrs. Bowen (the wife of the 
Master of the Boys’ School) :-— 


Apl. 18,1753. Whereas it appears to this Com- 
mittee of Trustees that Mrs. Baldwin’s salary 
was £20 per annum And that she had an apart- 
ment in the School with Board & Washing solely 
at the Expence of this Trust. And whereas 
Mrs. Sarah Bowen is married to Tempest Bowen 
Master of the Charity Boys & has a Child It is 
unanimously agreed That the Salary, Apartment 
for herself & her Husband, Coals, & Candles 
with soap to wash her own wearing Linen be 
continu’d to her in the same manner as was 
allowed to the former Mistress. Likewise that 
a further sum of £15 a year with the Twenty 
pound Salary making together Thirty Five 
pound per Annum be paid her as a full con- 
sideration for her being Dieted at the Expence 
of her said Husband & his Relinguishing the 
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Chaldron of Coals with Candles allowed him of 
this Trust for his home Consumption. 


In connection with this Minute, the following 
bearing on the appointment of a new Head- 
master is of interest :— 


Oct. 24,1759. Annual Stipend £40, & the new 
School Master is to be allowed Two Chaldron of 
Coal & five Dozen of Candles annually with 
such gratuity at the end of each year as the 
Trustees for the time being shall think proper, 
not exceeding Ten pounds. 


Mrs. Bowen continued to occupy the post of 
Headmistress until 1766, when Mrs. Maskall was 
appointed :— 


Dec. 23, 1773. This evening Mrs. Maskall 
Schoolmistress acquainted the Board that her 
Health having for some Time past been but very 
indifferent, she therefore desired to Resign the 
Office of Mistress to this School, 

Resolved that the Schoolmaster do give notices 
to the Trustees in the summonses for the next 
meeting of the above Resignation, desiring their 
attendance to consider of a proper Person for 
Schoolmistress. 


In March 1774, at a full meeting of Trustees, 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hart was appointed:— 


Mar. 9, 1774. Agreeable to Notice in the Sum- 
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monses for this Evening the Treasurer and 
Trustees met and proceeded to the choice of a 
new School-Mistress in the room of Mrs. Sarah 
Maskall. Whereupon the several Petitions of 
Mrs. Elizabeth Hart, Mrs. Sarah Parker, and Mrs. 
Mary Chateauvert offering their service as 
Mistress to this School, and the several Recom- 
mendations being now Read, & the Qualifica- 
tions of each of the said candidates taken into 
consideration. The Candidates above named 
were then Ballotted for, and a majority appear- 
ing in favour of Mrs. Elizabeth Hart, She was 
accordingly declared elected Mistress of the said 
School with a Salary of Twenty-five Pounds a 
Year to commence from Lady Day next. 


In a short time the Trustees showed their 
appreciation of her services, as they had done in 
the case of the first Headmistress: — 


Feb. 22, 1775. That the Treasurer be; desired 
to pay to Mrs. Hart Schoolmistress the sum of 
Two Guineas for her extraordinary Care and 
Diligence in the School. 


Nov. 1, 1775. That the Schoolmistress do pro- 
vide herself with a proper maidservant. 


Apl. 10, 1776. It appearing to this Board that 
Mrs. Hart the Schoolmistress’ Health being much 
impaired by her constant & due attendance upon 
the Duty of her Office, & thereby render’d 
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unable to undertake the Whole Management of 
the Same. 

Therefore Resolved Unanimously That Mrs. 
Hart’s Salary be reduced to Fifteen Pounds per 
Annum, and That Mrs. Tilton be employ’d as 
an Assistant to her at the yearly Sa of 
Twelve Pounds. 


Sept. 4, 1776. That Mrs. Hart have leave to go 
for one Month into the Country on account of 
her ill-state of Health. 


A month later the death of Mrs. Hart is re- 
ported, and on October 30, 1776, the Trustees 
elected in her place Mrs. Anne Tilton at the 
usual salary. 

The next reference to the Headmistress re- 
counts the resignation of Mrs. Tilton (whose 
name is sometimes spelt Tilson) :— 


July 14, 1793. ‘This Evening Mrs. Tilson the 
Schoolmistress attended the Board, and begged 
leave to resign her Office; finding herself, from 
her ill State of Health, unable longer to:continue 
in the Same, to do the Duties thereof with Credit 
to herself, or Justice to the Charity. 

The Board accepted her resignation accord- 
ingly; and ordered that an advertisement be in- 
serted in the Daily Advertiser for a person pro- 
perly qualified to succeed her:— 

Aug. 16, 1793. That the following Advertise- 
ment be inserted three times in the Daily Adver- 
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tiser, and twice in the Times and Morning 
Herald. 


St. Martin in the Fields. 


Wanted as Mistress of the Charity School in 
this Parish a sober, decent, well-behaved un- 
married Woman turned of thirty years of Age 
qualified to instruct about 40 Girls in Reading, 
Plain-Work & Knitting, careful & attentive to 
the Morals & Conduct of the Children committed 
to her Care, of a proper economical Turn as the 
Children are lodged and boarded in the School- 
House where the Mistress will be expected con- 
stantly to reside and with the Assistance of a 
Servant and the Older Children to conduct the 
Business of the House, 

Applications in Writing sealed up to be 
delivered at the School House in Villiers Street 
on or before Friday the 30th Inst., & the Can- 
didates to attend personally at the Vestry Room 
at 7 o’c the same Evening. 


Aug. 30, 1793. Ata Meeting held this Evening 
at the Vestry Room, pursuant to an Order of 
the last Board, Applications were received from 
23 Candidates to succeed Mrs. Tilton of whom 
the following appear to be most eligible, viz. ... 

[Twelve names are here set out. ] 

Resolved That the Election be on Friday next 
the 6th of Sept. at the Vestry Room at 6 o’c in 
the Evening precisely. 
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On September 6 the Trustees attended in full 

force, and the account of the meeting is as 
follows:— 
Sept. 6, 1793. Agreeable to a Resolution of the 
last Board, the above Trustees met for the Pur- 
pose of electing a schoolmistress when the 
following Mode of Election was unanimously 
agreed upon. 

That in case any one Candidate should have a 
Majority of Votes that person to be declared 
elected. 

In Case there should not be a Majority of the 
present Board in favour of one Candidate then 
such person having the greatest Number of 
Votes and the person who should have the next 
greatest Number of Votes to be put up together 
and scratched for again, and the person then 
having the greatest Number of votes to be de- 
clared elected. 

And in Case there should be one Candidate not 
having a Majority though the greatest number 
of Votes and two or more others of an equal 
number one with another and being the next to 
the highest then such two, three, or more 
persons to be put up, and the Election to be 
made until one of the Candidates shall have a 
Majority of Votes of the present Board. 

In Case of an equality of Votes the Chairman 
to have the casting Vote. 

Upon the first scratching the Gentlemen on 
the right hand of the Chair shall begin first after 
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the Churchwardens, and in case of a second 
scratching to proceed towards the left hand first 
in like manner, and so the right hand, and then 
the left hand alternately. 


Upon the scratching there appeared eleven for 
Mrs. Elizabeth Sedgwick, whereupon she was 
declared duly elected at a salary of £25 per 
annum to commence from Michaelmas last. In 
two years’ time her death is reported, and the 
post of Headmistress was advertised once 
more:— 


Feb. 20, 1795. Resolved That a copy of the 
Advertisement made use of on the last Vacancy 
[see Minutes of Aug. 16, 1793] be inserted 3 
times in the Publicans Advertiser, and twice in 
the Times and Morning Herald. 


The arrangements for the appointment were 
similar to those made in 1793:— 


Mar. 6, 1795. At a Meeting at the Vestry 
Room pursuant to an Order of the last Board, 
Applications were received from 14 candidates 
to succeed the late Mrs. Sedgwick of whom the 
following appear to be the most eligible... . 

[Here eight names follow. ] 

Resolved 

That the Day of Election be on Tuesday 
next, the roth Inst. at the Vestry Room at 11 
o’c, & that it commence at half-past 11 precisely. 


A large number of Trustees attended: — 
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Mar. 10, 1795. Agreeable to the Resolution of 
the last Board the above Trustees met for the 
purpose of electing a Schoolmistress, when upon 
scratching there appeared 15 in favour of Mrs. 
Martha Gold, whereupon she was duly elected 
at a Salary of £25 per annum to commence at 
Lady Day next. 


The next reference to a Headmistress occurs 
in the first Ladies’ Committee Book (January 
1835—March 1848) :— 

Dec. 1835. The Ladies beg to express to the 
Gentlemen their Approbation of the progress 
made by the Girls in Writing and Arithmetic 
under the superintendence of Mrs. McCleary, & 
they hope that the Gentlemen will renumerate 
her for instructing them. She has instructed 
them nearly two years, ever since Mr. Wilson’s 
absence. 

Feb. 1836. The Ladies of the Committee are 
requested by Mrs. McClary to thank the Board 
of Governors for the Salary which they have 
allowed in consideration of her teaching the 
Girls to write. 

June 1848. ‘The Visiting Ladies hope that the 
Governors will allow Mrs. McClary to make a 
short absence this year for the benefit of country 
air and repose which is necessary for her health. 


A new régime is referred to in 1850:— 
Jan. 1850. The Visiting Lady has found the 
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School in good Order & the Children healthy, 
and she trusts the well-doing of the establish- 
ment will be preserved as prosperously under the 
new management as it was for so many years 
under the faithful and judicious care of its late 
Matron, Mrs. McClary, who for a long period 
gave great satisfaction to the successive Vicars 
and to the Committee of Ladies who were always 
unanimous in bearing testimony to her exem- 
plary good conduct, and to the efficient manner 
in which she discharged the duties of her 
situation. 


Her successor was a Mrs. Terry. Miss 
Humphry tells us that the last Matron of the 
old School in Heming’s Row was a Miss 
Katharine Saunders, whom she remembers as 
being thoroughly capable and efficient. 


The Minute Book dated 1873-1913 may be 
said to begin the modern history of the School. 
On June 12, 1873, the Governors resolved that 
the School in future be called ‘‘ The St. Martin’s 
Endowed School for Girls,” the site in Charing 
Cross Road was chosen, and there are many 
details about the building and equipping of the 
School which will be found in a later chapter. 
In July 1874 the Chairman reported that the 
new building would be ready by the end of 
September, whereupon the Governors proceeded 
to consider the question of a Headmistress: — 


July 14, 1874. It was Resolved Unanimously 
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That the School be opened after the Christmas 
holidays, and that a Headmistress be appointed 
early in October next. ‘That the Salary of the 
Headmistress be £80 and £1 on each pupil with 
residence, a total Salary of £180 be guaranteed 
her for two years, provided that she continue so 
long to fill the post of Head Mistress. 

That Advertisements for a Headmistress be 
inserted the last week in August in the following 
Newspapers 


The Times—twice 
The Educ! Times—twice 
The Guardian—once. 


On October 17, 1874, Miss Derrick, Assistant 
Mistress at the North London Collegiate School, 
was appointed Headmistress. To her fell the 
work of organising the School in its new quar- 
ters, and the yearly Report of the Examiner 
appointed by the Cambridge Syndicate testifies 
to the thoroughness of her work. 

Miss Derrick resigned owing to ill-health in 
December 1884 (she died on June 3, 1885), and 
the appointment of Miss Mary Pullée as her 
successor is recorded in the same Minute. 

It is impossible here to deal adequately with 
the wonderful work done by Miss Pullée for the 
School. Under her wise guidance the numbers 
increased.and the School flourished. Her staff 
and old girls testify to the wisdom exercised by 
her at all times, and to the influence she exerted 
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on all around her. The following appreciation 
by Miss Hester Williams, formerly Principal of 
the Diocesan Training College at Derby, is taken 
from the School Magazine of July 1925. 


There has gone from among us a dear friend 
and a fine school mistress. Her “ old girls ” will 
always think of Miss Pullée in this double 
character. 

As quite the oldest generation of her pupils 
look back they realize that Miss Pullée’s earlier 
work at St. Martin’s carried her through that 
difficult transition period when girls’ high schools 
were making very rapid strides away from the 
methods which prevailed in the ’seventies and 
’eighties; head mistresses needed all their courage 
to cling to that which was good and admirable 
in the old whilst moving with enterprise and 
patience along the newer ways; those of us who 
were her pupils thirty to forty years ago at this 
distance know the earnestness and zeal with 
which Miss Pullée took up her task—the lofty 
endeavour which she brought to her high calling. 

But it was in her more personal relations with 
her girls in the class room and individually that 
remembrance will be most vivid; one recalls her 
sympathy with school girl difficulties, her 
bracing words of courage or, at times, reproof; 
her' whole-hearted pleasure in work well done, 
and her spontaneous rejoicing in her pupils’ 
successes; not least, there come back to one’s — 
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memory the inspiration and reality of her class 
work—no subject could remain for long dull and 
uninteresting to Miss Pullée’s girls, for into all 
her work was infused that living spark which 
revealed the personality behind the teacher. 
Very much of her work, too, was done behind 
the scenes, and it was not until school years were 
over and old pupils compared their experiences 
that they knew to what extent Miss Pullée spent 
her mind and her self for her girls. 

In this greatest of gifts lies her highest 
memorial, for something of herself lives on in 
the generations of school girls who have been 
under her care. 


The Memorial to Miss Pullée in the Library 
at Tulse Hill is described thus by an Old Girl in 
the School Magazine of July 1928. 


THE MARY PULLEE MEMORIAL 


THE FIREPLACE AND SCULPTURE ARE 
THE GIFI OF MANY OLD GIRLS 
IN GRATEFUL MEMORY OF 
MARY PULLEE 


HEAD MISTRESS FROM 1885 TO 1912 


So records a brass plate by the side of the fire- 
place in the Library of St. Martin’s High School 
in its new home on Tulse Hill. The sculpture 
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over the fireplace is the familiar group of “ St. 
Martin and the Beggar,” symbolising the spirit 
of sympathetic comradeship. 

The form of the Memorial is appropriate, for 
it is suggestive of cosy intimate chats; and our 
memories of Miss Pullée are quite as much of 
the quiet personal talks with us as of her general 
school and class influence; and her life was cer- 
tainly an example to us, being full of quite active 
sympathy, in many directions, right up to the 
end. 

The sculpture is the work of Miss Eva Allan, 
Gold Medallist Royal Academy, 1925. 

The idea for the Memorial at first was the 
poetry section of the books of the Library; but 
it is thought that those who have shared 
in it will agree that the more lasting form is pre- 
ferable. 

An Old Girl, 1882-1890. 


It was Miss Pullée who after a long and 
difficult search discovered in 1908 the site at 
Tulse Hill, the purchase of which was completed 
in 1913 after her retirement. | 

The arduous task of organising and arranging 
the removal of the School to its new premises 
and the equipment and furnishing of the new 
building has been carried through by her 
successor, Miss Bannister, our present Headmis- 
tress, who was appointed in July rg12. 
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THE provision of uniform in the first few years 
of the School’s existence has been dealt with in 
the chapter on the Foundation. We have seen 
how in January 1700 each girl was given a gown, 
petticoat, cap, band, a pair of stockings and a 
pair of shoes. ‘The painting of one of the 
original pupils which hangs over the platform 
in the Assembly Hall at Tulse Hill has made us 
familiar with the uniform worn by the children 
for so many years in the School’s history. 

There are many further references in the 

Minutes to the purchasing of clothes, one of the 
earliest being:— 
Sept. 6, 1705. Order’d that a new pair of 
-Pattens be given to each Girll of this Schoole, 
that keeps her feet clean and tite, as the Mistress 
shall direct. 

The Whitsuntide Procession, the Annual Pro- 
cession of the children to St. Sepulchre’s Church 
on or about the Thursday in Whitsun Week, 
came to be the occasion of the provision of new 
clothes. The first reference to this old custom 
is as follows:— 

June 7, 1705. Mr. Parkins reports, That he & 
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Mr. Fisher had waited upon the Rev. Dr. Lan- 
caster, to acquaint him there was to be a 
general meeting of all the Charity Schooles in 
and about London, the Thursday in Witsun- 
weeke, at St. Sepulchre’s Church, where the 
Rev. Dr. Stanhope was to preach a Sermon to 
encourage the said Charitys which Dr. Lancaster 
approved of and that the Child" of these 
Schooles should appear at the said Church, And 
also, when they came back, they should have a 
Dinner given them, provided the same did not 
exceed sixpence each Child. 


The first anniversary of this Procession must 
have been an exciting day for the children: — 


May 11,1706. Thursday next being the Anni- 
versary Meeting of the Charity Schooles in & 
about London & Westminster, 

Agreed, that the Children of these Schooles 
attend the said Procession at St. Sepulchre’s 
Church. 

Agreed, That each child be allow’d 3 ounces 
of Gingerbread, before going to Church, and 
three Quarters of Plumb-Cake, with 4 oz. of 
Cheese, at their returne back. 

Order’d that Mrs. Harbin sends to the Girlls 
Apprenticed to attend the said Solemnitie. 


Frequent references are found concerning the 
provision of new clothes, four typical ones being 
as follows: — 
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Apl. 15, 1708. Agreed that the Boys and Girlls 
of these Schooles, be clothed against next Whit- 
suntide. 


Mar. 3, 1716. Agreed that the Boys & Girlls 
belonging to these Schooles be all New Cloathed 
against Whitsuntide, & Mr. Fisher, Mr. Warcopp 
& Mr. Cobb take care of the same. 


Jan. 25, 1748. The Mistress informing the 
Trustees that there are several of the House Girls 
in great want of Bodice, order’d that 40 pair 
of Leathern ones be made to supply the present 
Necessity and the next Whitsuntides Clothing. 


Apl. 29, 1772. That Mr. Randall, Shoemaker 
of the Strand Provide the Boys and Girls Shoes 
against Whitsun Tuesday next. 

[In September 1776 the price of shoes was 
specified as being 2s. 9d. per pair. ] 

That Mr. Jaffray provide gloves for the girls 
and Ribbands for the Boys as usual. That Mr. 
Bright provide the Girls with Boddices as usual. 


There was one great occasion in the early 
history of the School when the children took 
their share in the Public Thanksgiving: for the 
Treaty of Utrecht after the War of the Spanish 
Succession in Queen Anne’s reign:— 

Apl. 9, 1713. Agreed that with the Advice & 
Consent of the Rev. Dr. Lancaster, the Children 
of these Schooles do attend at the Generall 
Appearance of all the Charity Schooles in 
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London & Westminster, at Her Most Sacred 
Majesty’s Thanksgiving for a happy Peace. 
July 23, 1713. Ordered that Mr. Keylway be 
allowed the money he disbursed on account of 
the Childrens public Procession & Entertain- 
ment on the Thanksgiving-day for the Peace, 
the particular amounting to £5.10. 6 
An incident relating to a much later period 
may be appropriately mentioned here. Miss 
Humphry says that one of her early recollections 
is going to St. Paul’s Cathedral to a service for 
the children of St. Martin’s School with many 
others. ‘They sat under the dome in tiers, one 
school above another, boys as well as girls, on 
benches supported by a massive scaffolding. The 
singing of the great multitude of children seemed 
to her very wonderful. The poet William Blake, 
who was evidently present on this or a similar 
occasion, recorded the impressions he received 
in the following poem:— 


HOLY THURSDAY 


’Twas on a holy Thursday, their innocent faces clean, 

The children walking two and two, in red, and blue, and 
green: 

Grey-headed beadles walked before, with wands as white 
as snow, 

Till into the high dome of Paul’s they like Thames waters 
flow. 


O what a multitude they seemed, these flowers of London 
town ! 
Seated in companies they sit, with radiance all their own. 
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The hum of multitudes was there, but multitudes of 
lambs 

Thousands of little boys and girls raising their innocent 
ds. 

Now like a mighty wind they raise to Heaven the voice 


of song, 
Or like harmonious thunderings the seats of Heaven 
among : 
Beneath them sit the aged men, wise guardians of the poor, 
Then cherish pity, lest you drive an angel from your door. 


(From “ Songs of Innocence.”’) 


Those present at the opening of the new 
School at Tulse Hill on May 23, 1928, will 
remember that Miss Humphry in her speech re- 
ferred to the old custom of beating the bounds 
of the parish, and gave us a vivid account of one 
great occasion when the procession was invited 
into the grounds of Buckingham Palace. She 
recalled another great occasion after the marriage 
of the Prince of Wales (Edward VII), when the 
children went into the garden of Marlborough 
House. She said that the Prince and his beauti- 
ful Princess came out on to the steps of the 
house, and the children sang ‘‘God Bless the 
Prince of Wales.” Miss Humphry thinks that 
the procession, which used to be a very long one, 
had to be given up on account of its inter- 
ference with traffic. One of the old prints pre- 
sented by Mr. McMaster shows the procession in 
progress, headed by the Beadle in his picturesque 
clothes. 
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The first allusion to this old custom in the 
Minute Books is as follows: — 


May 11, 1719. ‘The Trustees took into con- 
sideration, the goeing of the Children belonging 
to these Schooles, with the other Charity Boys 
and Girlls in the Citys of London and West- 
minster in Procession to St. Sepulchre’s Church, 
the Thursday in Whitsunweeke, being the day of 
their Annually Assembling there. 

Agreed, That they should attend this year, as 
usuall, and that 37 per head be allowed to defray 
the Publick expence thereof, for Scaffolds, 
Books etc., and, That they also walk (as last 
year) on the Tuesday before; through the prin- 
ciple Streets of this Parish, and be compleatly 
new cloathed against the said Procession. 


There are many further allusions to this cus- 
tom:— 
Apl. 25,1732. Agreed that the Boys attend the 
Churchwarden in the Perambulation on Ascen- 
sion Day, and that the girls go to Church & 
wait at ye school till they return, and then at 
the School have the Entertainment as usual 
when they walked the Parish. 


May 9, 1732. Paid at y® Childrens 
Walking for Wine for the Mast’ & £ s. d. 
Mistres etc. 0 8546 


May 10, 1749. The Trustees summoned relat- 
ing to the Children’s anniversary perambulation 
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on Tuesday next. And it is agreed that they 
meet that Morning at the School, pursuant to 
Notice sent to each of them the preceding 
Saturday, dine at King’s Arms Tavern in the 
Strand, the absentees to pay equally with those 
present. 

May 27, 1767. ‘To-morrow being Holy Thurs- 
day or Ascension Day Trustees are to meet by 
8 o’clock and to proceed from thence with the 
Children in order to make Perambulations & 
Processions round their said parish for Viewing 
& Considering the ancient Bounds & Limits to 
prevent Incroachments & Contentions. 


In June 1779 a Mr. Hugh Clark, of Wardour 
Street, arranged for the annual reward of two 
silver medals, to be given to the boy and girl who 
wrote best. These medals were to be worn on 
Walking Days and Sundays. 

June 9,1779. AtaBoard held this Day a Letter 
addressed to the Rev? Dr. Hamilton from Mr. 
Hugh Clark of Wardour Street Soho was pro- 
duced and read, wherein he expresses a Desire 
to give Two Silver Medals annually for the best 
Specimen in Writing of a Boy and Girl belonging 
to this School. 

Ordered unanimously, 

That the Thanks of this Board be given to Mr. 
Hugh Clark for his laudable and grateful Atten- 
tion to this Charity and that his Letter be 
inserted in the Minutes thereof. 
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Rey? Sir, 

With Submission I offer to the Gentlemen 
Trustees of the Charity School of St. Martin in 
the Fields for their approbation annually to 
present to the Charity (as a small Token of 
Respect) Two Silver Medals as Premiums for 
the best performance in Writing by the Children 
of the said School. One for the Boys, the other 
for the Girls: The Premiums to be adjudged by 
the Trustees of the Charity when convenient 
before the Children walk, which I hope will pro- 
duce a Spirit of Emulation to gain the little 
Premium. The Medals to be wore on the 
Walking-Day and every Sunday till the next 
Candidates gain theirs and no longer, The Girl 
to wear the Medal to her Stomacher, and the Boy 
to the Button-Hole of his Coat; those who have 
once gained the Premium are not to offer again 
as Candidates: So that by this Method the 
Gentlemen will see annually what progress the 
Children make in Writing likewise on En- 
couragement for the best Performance. I re- 
main with all due Respect to the Charity 

Rev‘ Sir, 
Your most obedient 
humble Servant, 


Hugh Clark. 


Wardour Street. Soho) 
No. 79. ) 
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Discipline. 
The excitement of the Whitsuntide Procession 
and of the perambulation round the parish did 


not make the pupils proof against all temptations 
to naughtiness. In 1708 occurs this passage:— 


Feb. 10, 1708. Richard Stevenson, Expell’d for 
great and repeated Crimes. 

History does not relate the nature of these 
** Crimes.” 

In 1713 severe measures were taken:— 


Feb. 14, 1713. Agreed. That for the effec- 
tually deterring the Chilldren of these Schooles 
from their frequent misdemeanors, all such have 
bin twice complained of by the Master, Mistress 
or others, Shall have their Names writ in a Book 
for that purpose and called Dooms-day Book, 
and one the first just offence, (their names being 
found therein), Shall be immediately expelled 
the Schoole. 

This sentence was carried out in the Boys’ 
School a few months afterwards:— 
Sept. 30, 1714. Three boys having bin guilty 
of repeated crimes, and their misdemeanours 
minuted in Doomsday book, they were Expelled 
the Schoole. 

Sometimes the culprits were dealt with more 
leniently:— 
Nov. 12, 1766. This Night Francis Coin & 
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Mary Moxen were each of them brought before 
the Board for their bad Behaviour; when after 
an Examination it was Order’d That upon 
promise of future good Behaviour, they should 
be excused this time. 

Aug. 12, 1767. This Night Mary Saunders & 
Mary May were brought before the Committee 
for misbehaviour to their Mistress, where after 
an Examination they promised to behave them- 
selves better for the future, otherwise to be 
Expell’d the School the next time they give 
Offence. | 


Nov. 4, 1767. This Night Mary Saunders was 
brought before the Board on complaint of Mrs. 
Maskall (this being the 2nd time of her Misbe- 
haviour as appears by the Minutes the 12th of 
Aug. last) when after an Examination it was 
ordered that she remain in the School till next 
meeting when Mrs. Maskall is to make a 2nd 
Report. 

In the end this girl evidently proved ‘“ in- 
corrigible ”:— 
Mar. 23, 1768. Mary Saunders discharged the 
School for misbehaviour. 


From the following Minutes it appears that 
disciplinary measures had also to be taken with 
regard to the parents:— 


July 17, 1765. That Hannah Frazier be sent 
home on the misbehaviour of her mother. 
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July 31, 1765. That Hannah Frazier who was 
Order’d to be sent home at the last Committee, 
but on her mother’s submission this night to the 
Gentlemen for misbehaviour her child is re- 
admitted. 


Aug. 6, 1766. Whereas the School Mistress 
complaining to this Board that several of the 
Girls parents are very troublesome in coming 
after them to the School and frequently solicit- 
ing to take them abroad. 

It is agreed for the future that if any such 
Parents should be troublesome, it is hereby agreed 
by the above Gentlemen that the master sum- 
mons the Parents to the next meeting. 


Some of the records refer to behaviour at 
Church, and it is interesting to notice that they 
deal in most cases with the boys:— 


Nov. 26, 1766. That the Master give strict 
Orders for the Boys to be silent at the time of 
Collecting at the Church or Chapel doors on 
Charity Sermon Days. 


May 3, 1769. That the boys attend the Master 
for the future at School, and that the School- 
master proceed from thence to the Morning- 
Prayers; And in the case of sickness, it is hereby 
Order’d that he appoint a Senior Boy in his 
stead to give an account of misbehaviour at 


Church. 
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Jan. 29, 1771. That the Schoolmaster have 
leave from this Board to absent himself from 
Church at Early Prayers during his Illness untill 
further Orders. And that he appoint Two 
Senior-Boys to give him an Account of the Mis- 
behaviour of the Rest during his Absence. 


Jan. 8, 1772. That the Master of the Boys and 
Mistress of the Girls be seated respectively in 
such a manner in the Church, that they shall 
both be able to Overlook the Children, and also 
to be seen themselves by the Congregation. 


Truancy called for a distinctive punish- 
ment:— 


Mar. 20, 1771. Order’d That a coat be made 
with Yellow Sleeves and a Slip of Yellow down 
the back Seam to be wore by such Boys who 
shall play Truant or commits any such Offence 
as the Board shall think fit to punish in Wearing 
the same. 


_ A reference to discipline, of a much later date, 
is as follows:— 


May 8, 1798. That I. Young, Ann Newton, 
Mary Griffiths, Catherine Turnbull and Eliza- 
beth Hinks be deprived of the general Holiday 
given the Day after Ascension Day, for Dis- 
obedience. 


Provision of Books, etc. 
The provision of twelve spelling-books and 
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twelve Psalters recorded in the Minutes of 
February 20, 1700, and the request to Mrs. 
Harbin to buy “30 Expositions of the Church 
Catechism by Mr. Lewis” in February 1701, 
have already been noted. 

Two years later a further supply of books was 
provided :— 
Sept. 24, 1703, Order’d that Mr. Jones do buy 
a Dozen of new Common Prayer Books, a 
Dozen of Old Bibles and a Dozen of the Short 
Expositions of the Church Catechism bound in 
Sheeps Leather for the use of this School. 

A few months before this, Mr. Jones was re- 
quested to purchase stationery:— 
Apl. 8, 1703. Order’d that Mr. Jones do buy 
a Ream of Paper, Pens and Ink, and a Standish 
for the use of this School. 

In the bills paid on September 15, 1709, occurs 
this item:— 

Dewell’s for a dozen of Cyphering 
Books @} 122. 4 

From this time on there is frequent mention 
of the provision of books, the following being 
typical entries: — 
Aug. 31, 1763. Order’d 50 Bibles, 25 Psalters, 
25 Whole Duty’s of Man, 12 Slates and a Ream 
of Paper be sent in for the use of the School. 
Oct. 9, 1765. That a large Folio Bible be pro- 
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vided by Mr. Woodfall for the Master’s use in 
the School, and 12 of Bp. Ely’s Principals of the 
Christian Religion, & 12 of Bp. Williams’s 
Exposition of the Church Catechism for the 
Boys Use. 

That a Sufficient quantity of Explanations of 
the Church Catechism be provided by the 
Master for the use of the Boys. 

Mar. 12, 1766. ‘That 25 Testaments be pro- 
vided by Mr. C. W. Woodfall for the Girls’ Use. 
Apl. 16, 1766. That a i of a hundred of books 
be provided to give with ~ children when 
Prenticed. 

July 1, 1767. That Mr. Woodfall provide 25 
new Versions of Psalms for the Girls Use. 


Sept. 16, 1778. That 3 Dozen Bibles, 3 Doz. 
Prayer Books & Two Dozen Spelling Books be 
provided for use of this School. 


Aug. 16, 1781. That 3 dozen Bibles, 3 Dozen 
Testaments, 3 Dozen Spelling Books, and two 
Dozen Duty of Man be provided. 


The provision of pens is dealt with as follows 
about every nine months:— 


Dec. 23,1778. ‘That 1000 Pens be provided for 
the children. 
Apprenticeship. 

After the School had been in existence a few 
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years, the question of apprenticing the children 
came up at the meetings of the Trustees. The 
first reference is as follows:— 


Apl. 8, 1705. Agreed That Such Girls as are 
sufficiently instructed and duly qualified to be 
put out shall have a Bible and be allowed 40 
shillings for clothing, if they are bound with the 
approbation of the Trustees. 


Later, as well as a Bible, the girls were given 
a copy of “ The Whole Duty of Man,” this being 
provided for in the Will of Mr. Charles Adams 
(already mentioned in the Legacies), who in 
1706 left a legacy of £6 “to give each girl a 
Book call’d the Whole Duty of Man when bound 
Apprentic’d.” <A typical Minute is as follows: — 


Jan. 7,1761. This Night 25 Bibles & 25 Whole 
Dutys of Man were delivered to the School- 
master, one of which was to be given to either 
Boy or Girl when bound out from the above 


* School. 


A passage of this kind occurs frequently when 
mentioning that a girl is leaving school: — 


Delivered each girl a Bible and Whole Duty of 
Man. 

A Prayer Book was added after this. 
June 17, 1761. Order’d 25 Common Prayer 


Books to be given to each child when appren- 
ticed. 
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A Minute to this effect occurs frequently: — 


Dec. 16, 1767. "That Two Dozen large Bibles, 
Prayer Books and Whole Duties of Man be pro- 
vided by Mr. Woodfall to give with the children 
when put Apprentice. 


It is most interesting to notice the extreme 
care taken by the Trustees in apprenticing each 
child. The following Minute shows how closely 
they inquired into the character of the future 
employer:— 


July 22, 1768. ‘That whenever a Master or 
Mistress intends to take a Boy or Girl Appren- 
tice out of this School, such Master or Mis- 
tress must make their Appearance on board- 
Night, together with the parents of such Child, 
to have the Consent and Approbation of the said ~ 
Committee, And that one or more of the 
Trustees do Enquire strictly into the Character 
of the said Master or Mistress, which, if 
Approved of, then to have an Order for a Month 
upon Liking; And when Bound out of this 
School, to return their Cloaths & Badges before 
they receive the School Allowance. 


Aug. 18,1779. That the Master of this School 
do inquire into the true character of the Masters 
or Mistresses to whom the Children are to be 
apprenticed, and of what Religion etc, and the 
said Master to be allowed One Shilling over and 
above all other Salarys, and to.make his Report 
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in Writing before the said Children be bound 
Apprentice. 


The allowance appears to have been £3 for a 
boy and £2 for a girl, and in this connection the 
following Minute is interesting: — 


Jan. 2, 1777. That for the future when any 
girl shall be bound out of this School instead of 
the sum of £2 Consideration Money, she shall be 
supplied with a new Camblet gown and a House 
gown; Two Petticoats, One white, one coarse, 
and two Check Aprons, Two pairs of Shoes and 
Stockings, Three Shifts and four caps. 

The phrase “ testifying their good liking of 
each other ” occurs frequently from the earliest 
days in dealing with the question of apprentice- 
ship. Also a child is said “‘ to go upon liking ” 
to various employers, among these being a sha- 
green casemaker, a gold and silver orrice weaver, 
Gingerbread-Baker, Peruke-maker, Cork-cutter, 
Coach-carver, Mantua maker, White Knee 
Garter maker, Snuffbox maker, Bridle-cutter, 
clear starcher and silk stocking cleaner. 

The fortune of the girl or boy apprenticed 
was followed carefully. It was not every 
master who bore an “‘ undeniable character,” like 
the one mentioned in the Minutes of October 26, 
1766. On April 10, 1754, is a record of a girl 
taken from her apprenticeship after a month, 
as the Trustees were of opinion “‘ that the work 
was too great for her strength.” In 1778 
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arrangements were made to provide with another 
master a boy who complained that he had to 
work on a Sunday. 


Diet. 


In August 1718 the Trustees took the “ whole 
uper floors of Hungerford Market House to 
take part of the children to bed and board,” 
and thirty orphans (10 girls and 20 boys) were 
admitted. 

The first reference to food provided for these 
boarders is: — 


Jan. 16, 1718/19. Agreed with Mr. Young the 
Butcher to serve them with Mutton, Beefe and 
Sewitt for 2° per Stone to Lady Day next. 


The following entry is interesting: — 


Apl. 2, 1728. ‘That a hot dinner be provided 
each Day for those that work, not exceeding 24 
per Head. 


The care taken by the Trustees to ensure the 
children had good meat is shown here:— 


May 12, 1756. The Trustees present at this 
Board, came to a Resolution and Order’d for the 
future, no Meat salted by the Butchers shou’d 
be taken into the House for the Children’s use, 
the Mutton to consist of Legs and Shoulders; 
Breasts, Necks & Briskets of Beef refus’d. 

The Cook to go in a Morning to Market, 
chuse, and see her meat weigh’d, and on their 
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Express Command no stale joints nor pieces to 
be Received. 


In this connection it is evident that the same 

care was bestowed upon the clothing pro- 
vided:— 
Feb. 10, 1762. Order’d When Shoes, Linnen, 
Cloaths of Woollen, or any other Necessaries for 
the Children in these Schools be supply’d that 
before they are deliver’d to them, they be 
presented to a Board of the Trustees for their 
Inspection & Approbation. 

A change in the girls’ breakfast is noted 
once:— 

Mar. 10, 1762. Order’d for the future that the 
Girls have in a Morning for breakfast instead 
of a new Roll, one Day Milk Porridge & the next 
Household Bread & Butter. 

Aug. 3, 1768. That Mr. Bennett Baker in 


Hungerford Market serve this school with Flour 
and have the Baking of the Puddings for the 


future. 

The following reference to the price of meat 
in those days is interesting :— 
May 15,1771. That the School be served with 
meat at 4° per lb. 

The menu for the week is carefully set out 
in the Minutes of July 6, 1778:— 
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The Board likewise took into consideration 
the provision for the Girls & ordered that the 
following provisions for each day be strictly 
adhered to till countermanded by the Board. 


Days Breakfast Dinner Supper 
Sunday Bread, Butter Roast Beef Bread & 
& Beer & Roots Cheese 

Monday Water Gruel Rice Pudding Bread & 
Cheese 

Tuesday Water Gruel Boiled Bread & 
Mutton Cheese 

Wednesday Broth Plumb Bread & 
Pudding Cheese 

Thursday Milk Boiled Meat Bread & 
Cheese 

Friday Broth Rice Pudding Bread & 
Cheese 

Saturday Water Gruel Suet Bread & 
Pudding Cheese 


In connection with the provision of beer on 
Sunday mornings, it was evidently the custom 
from early days to provide it at Whitsun. 
Among the bills paid on July 12, 1712, is this 
item:— 

A Barrell of beer for the chill" at 


Whitsuntide 0:10: oO 
Further references are:— 


July 11, 1770. That the Pavement in the Girls 
Beer Cellar be mended. 


June 13, 1794. That Mr. Davis the Brewer be 
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allowed 14/- per Barrel for the Table Beer from 
Christmas last. 


In the first Ladies’ Committee Book there is 
the following entry:— 


Jan. 1840. The Ladies beg to call the attention 
of the Governors to the Beer provided for the 
Children which they think seems hardly good 


enough for them. 


The following “ Regulations for Diet” are 
found at the end of the Visitors’ Book which 
dates from 1842 to 1866. 


Sunday Cold Beef, roast & boiled alternately 4 lb 
each girl. 

Monday Rice pudding with Milk each girl. 
Tuesday Barley broth or Pease soup 1 pint each girl, 
and meat pies alternately. 

Wednesday Plumb Pudding 4 lbs Plumbs. 
Thursday Mutton roast & boiled alternately 4 Ib 


each girl. 

Friday Suet Pudding—same weight as Plumb 
Pudding. 

Saturday Roast & Boiled Beef alternately 4 lb each 
girl. 


Potatoes on every meat day & vegetables 
once or twice a week in the Season. 
Breakfast Bread and Milk & Water, $ pint of Milk to 
each girl. 
Supper Bread & Butter & Milk & water as above. 


The Ladies’ Committee Books, which begin 
at 1835, also give some interesting details about 
the uniform:— 
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April, 1836. As the Girls require new Ribbons 
for their Caps, the Ladies beg to suggest an 
alteration in the colour, the present one having 
created some displeasure, and they think if it 
were the same as the Frocks it would be less 
conspicuous. 


Sept. 1836. The Ladies of the Committee have 
to request. that the Girls may be supplied with 
new Cloaks, and Lawn for Tippets is much 
wanted. 


1837. There has been’ some new mourning 
bought on account of the King’s death. 


The following is the first reference to any 
outdoor exercise: — 


April 1846. Frequent walks rather interfere 
with the quantity of the work done in the 
School, and cause the shoes and stockings to wear 
out faster, but they are very advantageous to the 
health of the children. 

The Ladies have ordered a set of straw bonnets 
to be prepared as usual for Ascension Day. They 
are to cost 1/6 a bonnet. 


Feb. 1847. The Visiting Ladies beg to request 
an order for the purchase of new straw bonnets 
to be ready for Holy Thursday. 

It has become necessary to have new bonnets 
every year now that the children are desired to 
walk daily. It may also be remarked that the 
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straw bonnets are much cheaper and less solid 
than they used to be formerly. 


Feb. 1848. ‘The Visiting Ladies beg to inform 
the Governors that they have given orders for 
new straw bonnets to be made against Holy 


Thursday. 


March 1851. ‘The Ladies have recommended 
the Matron to procure mittens the colour of the 
dresses instead of the yellow ones which look so 
conspicuous that the change is considered 
desirable. 


The hours at which children attended school 
were somewhat different in former days. In 
1699 the times of attendance were:— 

Summer: morning 7 till 11, afternoon 1-5. 

Winter: morning 8 till 11, afternoon 1-4. 

In November 1773 a change was made, the 
children having to be at school from 8.30 till 12, 
“return again punctually at 1.30 and stay in 
school till it is Dark during the Winter Season.” 
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In the first chapter we have seen that the 
original pupils of the School were taught in a 
large room in Hungerford Market which had 
been used as a church by the French Huguenots. 
Here the School opened for boys in August 1699. 
The girls were first housed in February 1700 in 
a building in Castle Street, Leicester Fields (now 
Leicester Square), for which a yearly rental of 
£6 6s. was paid. The Minutes dealing with this 
have already been quoted in the account of the 
foundation. By 1704 the School outgrew its 
quarters, and in that year it was removed to a 
house in Hunt Court, Castle Street (now St. 
Martin’s Lane), for which the Trustees had to 
pay a rent of £12 a year. 


March 24,1704. The Present Schoole being too 
little to hold the Children and Mr. Rudsby Mr. 
Parkins and Mr. Morrison having viewed a house 
in Hunt’s Court in Castle Street which they take 
to be very convenient for a school for the 
Children, and for the Mistress to lodge in Agreed 
that the same be taken of John Bland Esq. from 
the 25 Instant at the rate of £12 per ann for one 
year and so from year to year giving a qrters 
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warning and that Articles be drawn from 
between the said Mr. Bland Mr. Rudsby and 
Mr. Morrison for that purpose. 

The Roof of the House where the schoole is 
designed to be kept being too low and Mr. 
Bland having consented to be at half the Charge 
of raising the same, Agreed that the other half 
be defrayed out of the Stock of the Schooles. 


It appears from the Minutes of October 2 and 
November 6, 1718, that the Trustees, having 
taken on lease “the whole uper floors of 
~Hungerford Markett House,” agreed with the 
Poor Law Guardians to take “‘ under. a domes- 
ticke care” thirty of the “poor unhappy 
Orphans ” who were then in some kind of school 
under “ Parish Nurses,” probably not of a very 
different type from Mrs. Mann, who nurtured 
poor Oliver Twist in his early years. The 
arrangement was made, and presumably con- 
tinued, until 1783, when the School was removed 
to a house in George Street, Adelphi, held on 
lease from the brothers Adam, the famous 
architects and builders. 


Oct. 2, 1718. Mr. Warcopp Reported... 
that he, with Mr. Turner, had waited on Mr. 
Wise, whose terms of Letting the whole uper 
floors of Hungerford Markett House, were, 
That the Trustees should have them as they now 
are, for Twenty Six pounds per Annum, on a 
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‘Lease for 7 years, to commence from Michael- 
mas last, and not otherways. 

Resolved, That the Premises be taken, on the 
said terms, and that Leases be made and signed 
accordingly by the said Parties. 

The Trustees having had frequent consulta- 
tions to improve this Charity, after the example 
of a Neighbouring Parish, by turning it into an 
Hospitall, but for want of a large and con- 
venient place, which might contain them all, the 
same has been obstructed; but on their takeing 
lately the whole upper floors of Hungerford 
market house, conveniences may be made to take 
in part of them, under a domesticke care, and 
none greater Objects, then these poor unhappy 
Orphans, with Parish Nurses, now in these 
Schooles, they being most exposed to the con- 
tagion of bad examples, unwholesome diett, and 
hard usage. 


Oct. 9, 1718. We propose (for the present) to 
take care of twenty boys and ten girlls, that are 
now, or shall hereafter be admitted. 


These proposals were sympathetically dealt 
with by the Rev. Dr. Green, Vicar of St. 
Martin’s, and in the Minutes of November 6, 
1718, we find:— 


That the Parish do agree to the said Proposalls 
and also that the Parish shall pay to the said 
Trustees... .a sum not exceeding Eight 
shillings per month for the Maintenance, Cloath- 
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ing and teaching, of each of the said Thirty 
Chilldren, which Thirty Chilldren, shall be taken 
out of the number of Chilldren, from time to 
time, contained in the Orphan’s booke. 


In Hungerford Market House the School 
appears to have remained for many years. A 
letter sent by the Trustees copied in the Minutes 
of July 23, 1777, bears the address ‘* St. Martin’s 
School, Hungerford Market, Strand.” 

But it is evident that the question of remov- 
ing the School had arisen before this, and at a 
full meeting of the Trustees on October 30, 
1776, it was decided definitely not to send in an 
application for the renewal of the lease: — 


The Gentlemen having taken into considera- 
tion the Propriety for an application for the 
Renewal of the Lease on the present School, 
after much debate were of opinion that it would 
not answer their present purpose. And it was 
desir’d that the two Churchwardens with Mr. 
Nash . . . wait on Mr. Grojohn desiring the 
Terms of a Piece of Ground in Castle Street and 
report the same to the next Committee. 


Nov. 13, 1776. The Churchwardens reported 
that they have view’d the piece of ground where- 
on the Watch-House now stands; and are of 
Opinion, that the same would be the most con- 
venient spot to erect a Charity-School provided 
a further Grant can be obtain’d for that, & the 
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adjoining ground, whereon the Smiths Shop now 
stands. 

There is no further mention of this site. 

On January 2, 1777, Dr. Hamilton reported 
that the Duke of Norfolk would try to get from 
His Majesty a small piece of ground in His 
Majesty’s mews for building a new School. 

The next reference to the new buildings is in 
the Minutes of January 21, 1778, when the 
following occurs:— 


Mr. Capel reporting that there is a house in 
St. Martin’s Lane belonging to Lord Salisbury 
which would make a very proper and con- 
venient School House— 

Resolved 

That the Church Wardens, Mr. Capel and 
Mr. Hale do wait upon Messrs. Little & Dona- 
wald (the Surveyors to his Lordship) to know 
whether Lord Salisbury is determined not to 
renew with the present tenant, or his Assignee; 
and report the Answer thereto to the next Board. 

That Mr. Taylor be desir’d to take a View of 
the Vicarage House in St. Martin’s Church Yard, 
and the Dimensions of the ground thereunto 
belonging, and report the same to the next Com- 
mittee. 


So suitable appeared to be this house in St. 
Martin’s Lane that at the meeting on January 
27, 1778, “ in order to defray the additional rent 
and expence of removal, the Trustees now 
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present came to a resolution to double their 
subscriptions and to recommend the same to the 
rest of the Trustees.” 


But the negotiations came to nothing, owing 

to the petition of the neighbours to Lord Salis- 
bury:— 
July 6, 1778. Mr. Capel informing the Board 
that he had apply’d to Lord Salisbury’s Agent 
to know upon what Terms a further Lease of the 
House in Saint Martin’s Lane late in the posses- 
sion of Mr. Harrison could be obtained, received 
for answer that his Lordship had received a 
Petition signed by Thirty eight of the Inhabi- © 
tants in that Neighbourhood praying that he 
would not grant any further Term for the pur- 
pose of converting the same into a Charity School 
of Saint Martin in the Fields being well assured 
any such School would be attended with great 
inconvenience to the Neighbourhood, There- 
fore his Lordship had given for Answer he could 
not grant any such renewal. 


Then come the negotiations for the removal 
to George Street, York Buildings. The Trustees 
resolved on October 22, 1783, to take the 
premises on a lease, requesting that James Adam, 
Esq., proceed on the necessary repairs im- 
mediately :— 


Oct. 22, 1783. Agreeable to Notice given in 
the Summonses, the above Trustees met & took 
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into consideration the removal of the Charity 
School to a House in George St., York Buildings, 
when it was moved and seconded that the School 
be removed to the said Place and carried unani- 
mously. 

Resolved That James Adam Esq. be applied 
to grant a Lease of the above Premises for three, 
five or seven years or more, and that he be re- 
quested to proceed in the necessary Repairs 
immediately. 


On November 6, 1783, we find this Minute:— 


That a Lease of the Premises in George Street 
from Messrs. Adams to the Trustees be drawn 
immediately by Mr. Lindeman for 3 years cer- 
tain to commence at Christmas next at Thirty 
Pounds per annum; the Trustees paying Fifty 
Pounds for the necessary Repairs, Messrs. Adams 
obliging themselves to give two Years Notice in 
case of removal. 


In these quarters the School remained for the 
next twelve years. On May 4, 1795, there is a 
long Minute to the effect that as the present 
building is old and out of repair, and as the 
Trustees could not find a suitable building, they 
have resolved to build a new school in Heming’s 
Row, “ provided such assistance can be obtained 
from the Friends of the Charity as will enable 
the Trustees to accomplish the Building, without 
impoverishing the Fund established for the Use 
and Benefit of the poor Children.” Details 
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about the new building were discussed in March 
and May 1796, and on the latter date it was 
resolved “’That Mr. Cockerell do advertise for 
the disposal of the old Houses, and that they be 
sold under his Direction with all possible speed.” 

The foundation-stone in Heming’s Row was 
laid on June 3, 1796, by the Rev. Dr. Hamilton, 
Vicar of St. Martin’s, who for so many years had 
acted as Treasurer of the School, and after the 
ceremony the children dined together and were 
“very plentifully served with Roast Beef and 
Plump Pudding.” 


The Minutes of January 27, 1797, report that 
the Trustees have in hand £950 towards the 
building, “and £203 subscribed which has not 
yet been received.” By September of the same 
year the sum in hand had increased to £1,298, 
and the same Minute contains another interesting 
item:— 


Sept. 29, 1797. It was agreed that the gentle- 
men present and any other Trustee who pleases 
do meet at the new school to-morrow at 12 
o'clock to inspect the same, and to consider the 
best means of furnishing it. 


The furnishing is dealt with later: — 


Nov. 27, 1797. Ordered 

That Mr. Show do make twenty Iron Bed- 
steads. 

That Mr. Chippendale do send in twenty 
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Mattresses and Bolsters and twenty Rugs for the 
Children, and also a Beech Bedstead with Cotton 
Furniture, with Bed and Bedding for the 
Matron’s Room. 


The mention of Mr. Chippendale as the furni- 
ture dealer who provided bedding for the new 
School in Heming’s Row is interesting. The 
“ Matron’s Beech bed” if preserved to the 
present day would have been a valuable 
possession. 


Feb. 9, 1798. That the thanks of this Board be 
given to Mr. Fentham for his Liberality in clean- 
ing the two Portraits and new gilding the 
Frames thereof. 


The distressing blank in the Minute Books 
from 1798 to 1873 makes it difficult to follow 
the history of the School in that period. The 
Ladies’ Committee and the Visitors’ Books cover- 
ing the period 1835-1865 naturally deal almost 
exclusively with the domestic side. 

Mr. McMaster tells us that the School re- 
mained in Heming’s Row until the site was 
bought in 1868 for £7,500 for the building of 
the National Portrait Gallery by the Com- 
missioners of Woods and Forests under the 
National Gallery Enlargement Act of 1867. 

Mr. McMaster adds that the Governors then 
decided to establish a good Secondary School 
where the daughters of householders in the dis- 
trict might receive a good education at a low 
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fee, and the School in Charing Cross Road was 
founded under the Endowed Schools Act of 
1869, and called the St. Martin’s Middle School 
for Girls. The scheme was approved by Her 
Majesty in Council on March 24, 1873. 

The first Minutes in the Minute Book be- 
ginning 1873 read thus:— 
June 12, 1873. Ata meeting of the Governors 
of the Parochial Schools in the Parish of St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields Westminster appointed by 
and under the scheme of the Endowed Schools 
Commissioners approved by Her Majesty in 
Council duly convened and held at the Vestry 
Hall of the said Parish on the 12th day of June 


1873. 


That the Rev. William Humphry be Chair- 
man for the present year, and he took the Chair 
accordingly. 

[It is interesting to record that Mrs. Humphry, 
whose name occurs frequently in the Ladies’ 
Committee Books, was mentioned in the List of 
Governors present at this meeting. ] 

Resolved 


That the School be in future called “The 
St. Martin’s Endowed School for Girls.” 

The Minutes of 1873 and 1874 contain full 
details about the building of the new premises 
in Charing Cross Road. A few extracts only 
are given here:— 
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June 23, 1873. Resolved. 
That Mr. Arthur Blomfield be appointed as 
Architect for the building of the school. 
That he be instructed to furnish a design for 
a School for 150 girls at a cost not exceeding 
£3500, including fittings & Architects Com- 
mission. 


July 14, 1873. Resolved 
at a residence for the Mistress be included 
in the design. 

That vaults be constructed under the play- 
ground at an estimated cost of £400 to be taken 
from the Endowment and regarded as an invest- 
ment for the good of the school. 

That the design now submitted by Mr. Blom- 
field and estimated by him to cost £3000 includ- 
ing hot water apparatus and gas fittings be 
adopted and submitted to the Endowed Schools 
Commissioners for their approval. 


July 14, 1874. The Chairman stated that the 
builder promised to complete the new school and 
hand it over to the Governors by the end of 
September 

Whereupon it was 

Resolved unanimously That the School be 
opened after the Christmas holidays and that a 
Headmistress be appointed early in October next. 


The Minutes of November 17, 1874, give 
further particulars about the arrangements for 
the opening, and contain this item:— 
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That 50 Swedish School Desks be ordered. 


These were added to from time to time in the 

next two years. 
July 21, 1875. That Iron Gates be placed in 
front of the entrance to the School to protect 
the steps, and that a board be set up with the 
name of the school painted thereon. 

By December 1876 the number of children 
had increased to 154. In that month is set out 
in full the Report of the Rev. F. Pearle, 
Examiner appointed by the Cambridge Syndi- 
cate, part of which may be quoted here: — 

** New buildings of a spacious and handsome 
character have lately been erected, and consists 
of one large room for the purpose of Drill and 
other exercises and six class rooms, together with 
a small receiving room and apartments for the 
Head Mistress. The Rooms are excellently 
adapted for their work.” 

It is interesting to notice when the School 

first got its present name:— 
July 3, 1894. To avoid confusion with other 
schools in the parish, the name of the School to 
be changed, viz. in future to be St. Martin-in- 
the-Fields High School for Girls. 

Here may be noted that in these days the 
School numbered among its supporters Lady 
Frederick Cavendish and Lady Wantage, who 
gave invaluable help in many directions for a 
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great number of years. Lady Frederick Caven- 
dish, who had given away the prizes in 1882 
and in 1886, became a Governor in 1895, and 
Lady Wantage had been on the governing body 
since 1886. In 1897 is recorded that the latter 
“had kindly and generously given £30 annually 
to found the Victoria scholarship for promising 
pupils desiring to proceed to some place of 
higher education.” 


Other well-known names connected with the 
School may perhaps be appropriately mentioned 
here:— 


Mar. 25, 1708. Ordered that Mr. Kelway pay 
Sir Christopher Wren Forty Shillings for a 
Quarters Rent for the Boys School due this 
day 23 
On May 27, 1778, David Garrick was asked 
to become a Trustee of the School. Mrs. W. E. 
Gladstone was asked to join the Ladies’ Com- 
mittee in 1848. This passage occurs in the 
Ladies’ Committee Book in November 1863 :— 


Nov. 1863. Now that the Prince of Wales is 
an inhabitant of the Parish and that additional 
houses are being built in Carlton House Terrace, 
the Ladies consider that funds will not be 
wanting to maintain the School in its efficiency. 


The same Committee Book also refers to the 
fact that the children greatly enjoyed seeing the 
entrance of the Princess of Wales, and the tea 
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which was given them in celebration of the 
Royal Marriage. 

In March 1886 the Rev. J. F. Kitto, the new 
Vicar of St. Martin’s, succeeded the Rev. W. G. 
Humphry, “whose services to the school had 
been of such inestimable value” (Minutes of 
Feb. 1886), and J. T. Biddulph, Esq., well 
known in the banking world, took the place of 
Lord Kinnaird. 

Among other interesting items in the Minutes 
of these days is the record that the prizes for 
1892 were distributed by H.R.H. the Duchess 
of Teck, who was accompanied by H.R.H. the 
Princess Victoria of Teck, and in 1895 they were 
presented by H.R.H. the Duchess of York (the 
present Queen) at St. Martin’s Town Hall, 
“* where there was a large attendance of parents 
- and friends.” 

The Minutes of April 3, 1900, contain the 
first reference to the necessity of the removal of 
the School to the suburbs: — 

Apl. 3, 1900. The London County Council 
strongly recommends that the school be moved 
into the suburbs where pupils would abound and 
where the school would have a prosperous future. 


The Board of Education also urged the 
necessity of moving from this central district, 
as is seen in this passage from the report of the 
first Board of Education Inspection:— 


June 15 & 16, 1905. The unsuitability of the 
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present site and the difficulty or impossibility of 
obtaining a better one in the same district ... 
point strongly to the desirability of utilizing the 
St. Martin’s Endowment (subject to due regard 
for the needs of the parish) in aiding the supply 
of Secondary Education in some other part of 
London, where, owing to the migration of the 
residential population from the central districts, 
the existing provision is inadequate. 


Gradually the majority of Governors reached 
the conclusion that it would be in the interests 
of the School to move to another neighbourhood. 
After a meeting of a Sub-Committee appointed 
by the Governors to confer with the Board of 
Education, this record occurs:— 


May 15,1907. Mr. Shelford reported that after 
a good deal of consideration the Governing Body 
of St. Martin’s School had come to the conclusion 
that the time was ripe for removing the School 
into some locality more suitable for educational 
purposes. He stated that this conclusion had 
been arrived at, principally on the following 
grounds:— 

(a) The great increase of noise in the Charing 
Cross Road which rendered the work of the 
Mistresses not only painfully laborious but also 
injurious to them. 

(b) The decrease of residential population in 
the neighbourhood requiring Secondary educa- 
tion for their children. 
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Many sites were visited and considered, and 
finally, at a meeting on October 8, 1908, Mr. 
Dudley James, who had for some time acted as 
Honorary Correspondent, reported that a letter 
had been received from the Board of Education 
stating that “ the Board was prepared to approve 
of the site of Silwood, Tulse Hill, as a suitable 
place to which to remove the School.” 

After prolonged negotiations this site was 
finally purchased in 1913, plans were prepared, 
tenders were subsequently invited, but, as is well 
known, the scheme was necessarily postponed 
owing to the outbreak of the War. For many 
years Mr. Dudley James, who had succeeded Pre- 
bendary Shelford, Vicar of St. Martin’s, as 
Chairman of the Governors, worked indefati- 
gably to prevent the scheme from being aban- 
doned. In rg919 fresh building plans were 
prepared, and the consent of the necessary 
authorities practically obtained, when the Geddes 
Axe fell, and the scheme was abandoned once 
more. 

Finally, after many anxious years, the 
Governors decided to adopt thé plans suggested 
by the London County Council of embodying 
Silwood House into the new buildings, and the 
consent of the Board of Education was received. 
The Council was invited by the Governors to 
undertake the erection of the buildings. These 
were completed in May 1928. 


From the first the Vicars of St. Martin-in- 
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the-Fields have played an active part in the 
School’s history, acting generally either as chair- 
man or treasurer. From the time of its founda- 
tion in 1700, Dr. Lancaster watched over it for 
many years with fatherly care, and each succeed- 
ing Vicar maintained this active interest. The 
Rev. W. G. Humphry (the father of our present 
Chairman, Miss A. M. Humphry) piloted the 
School with great tact and discretion through 
the difficult period about 1873 when it changed 
its character. His successors, Prebendary Kitto 
and Prebendary Shelford, each in turn held the 
office of Chairman of the Governors. Further, 
the School owes a great debt of gratitude to the 
Rev. H. R. L. Sheppard, who during the last 
fourteen years has always found time in the 
midst of his many activities to take a keen in- 
terest in the welfare of what he calls “our 
School,” and who acted as Chairman after the 
death of Mr. Dudley James until eighteen 
months ago, when his place was taken by Miss 
A. M. Humphry, though happily he remains as 
a Governor. 

The present Vicar of St. Martin’s, the Rev. 
W. P. G. McCormick, is an active member of 
the Board of Governors. The school is fortunate 
to count him as a real friend and to know that 
with his active sympathy and help, the tradition 
of centuries of close connection between St. 
Martin’s Church and St. Martin’s High School 
is sure to remain unbroken. 
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THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW 
SCHOOL BY H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF 
YORK 


In conclusion, we reproduce here three accounts 
of the formal opening of the School by H.R.H. 
the Duchess of York on May 23, 1928. The 
first, which is inserted by kind permission, 
appeared in The Times*of May 24, 1928, the 
second and third, by a present and an old girl 
respectively, are taken from the School Maga- 
‘zine of 1928. 


ST. MARTIN’S SCHOOL 
THE DUCHESS OF YORK AT TULSE HILL 


Tue Duchess of York visited Tulse Hill yester- 
day to open the new buildings to which St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields High School has lately been 
removed from Charing Cross Road. 

The school dates back nearly 230 years, and 
when the Duchess arrived in the assembly hall 
Audrey Kidby, one of the smallest girls, dressed 
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in the quaint costume worn by the scholars of 
the 18th century, presented her with a bouquet. 
Another little girl, Joan Kent, a contrast in the 
school dress of to-day, afterwards handed to the 
Duchess a posy for Princess Elizabeth. 

The Rev. H. R. L. Sheppard, lately vicar of 
St. Martin-in-the-Fields, and formerly chairman 
of the school governors was in the chair. He 
spoke of the long association of the school with 
the church of St. Martin, and of the natural 
regrets caused by the parting from the old 
building, but expressed his confidence in the 
future of the school in surroundings which 
would give it a new lease of life. He congratu- 
lated St. Martin’s on being once more “in the 
fields.” 

Miss A. M. Humphry, chairman of the 
governors and daughter of a former vicar of 
St. Martin’s, gave some personal recollections of 
the school activities of 60 years ago, including 
the ceremonial beating of the bounds, in which 
the scholars walked in procession with the clergy 
and beadles and the boys flogged the boundary 
stones with long canes. She spoke of one 
occasion when the children trooped into the 
garden of Buckingham Palace and sang ‘“t God 
Save the Queen,” which Queen Victoria acknow- 
ledged by appearing on the balcony with the 
Prince Consort and some of their children. 

The Headmistress (Miss Bannister), wel- 
coming the Duchess of York, recalled that the 


[108] 


OPENING OF THE NEW SCHOOL 


Queen, when Duchess of York, gave away the 
prizes at the old school. They could never, she 
said, lose their affection for the old St. Martin’s 
or their link with the City of Westminster. 
They aimed at retaining the best of their old 
traditions and characteristics, but at the same 
time they realized the immense advantages they 
would gain from their new setting. In the 
course of some quotations from the old school 
minute books Miss Bannister mentioned that the 
first headmistress, appointed in 1700, was a non- 
juror and a staunch Jacobite. After the death 
of Queen Anne she refused to pray for George 
I at school prayers, and as a result the governors 
asked her to resign. 

The Duchess of York, in declaring the school 
open, said she felt confident that in its new 
surroundings St. Martin’s would maintain the 
high standard of education and character train- 
ing for which it had always been well known. 
She wished it every success. 

Among those present were:— 

The Rev. W. P. G. McCormick, vicar of St. 
Martin-in-the-Fields; Lieutenant-Colonel Levita, 
chairman of the L.C.C.; Sir John Gilbert, chair- 
man of the London Education Committee; Mr. 
G. H. Gater, Education Officer; Mr. Topham 
Forrest, architect; Mr. Hodgson, engineer; Mrs. 
Dunn Gardner, member of the L.C.C. for Nor- 
wood; and the Rev. H. M. Dale, vicar of Holy 
Trinity, Tulse Hill, and Mrs. Dale. 
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THE OFFICIAL OPENING OF THE NEW 
SCHOOL BY H.R.H. THE DUCHESS OF 
YORK 


Tue eagerly awaited 23rd of May dawned wet, 
much to the disappointment of all connected 
with St. Martin’s. 

Gathered together in the large Assembly Hall 
both visitors and pupils watched the clock for 
the Duchess’s arrival. Just after 3 p.m. the 
message came that the Duchess was in the build- 
ing, and soon afterwards she appeared at the 
Hall door with Miss Bannister and the officials. 

Dressed in a beautiful blue which suited her 
to perfection, the Duchess gave us one of her 
lovely smiles which win the hearts of all whom 
she meets. 

The National Anthem was sung and then the 
bouquets were presented. Little Audrey Kidby, 
who looked like a picture in the original school 
dress worn in 1700, presented a bouquet of pink 
roses to the Duchess, and, as Mr. Sheppard said, 
there could not have been a prettier picture. 
Miss Humphry, Chairman of the Governors, was 
presented with a bouquet of sweet peas by the 
Head Girl, Marie Curtis, and Miss Bannister was 
given a bouquet of tea roses by Joan Kent, who 
presented also a Victorian posy of flowers to the 
Duchess for the Baby Princess Elizabeth. Joan 
in her modern “ Gym ” tunic was a distinct con- 
trast to Audrey in her picturesque dress. 
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We were more than pleased to have Mr. 
Sheppard with us again, for he has always been 
a wonderful friend to the school, and as Chair- 
man of the proceedings he expressed his con- 
fidence in the future of the school in its new 
surroundings and congratulated us on being once 
more “in the fields.” 

Miss Humphry gave us some interesting 
anecdotes concerning the school 60 years ago 
when her father was Vicar of St. Martin’s and 
she lived in the Vicarage. 

Miss Bannister said that neither the affection 
for the old St. Martin’s nor the link with the 
City of Westminster could ever be lost, and that 
we aim at retaining the best of our old traditions 
and characteristics, and that we realise the 
immense advantages we shall gain from our new 
“home.” Miss Bannister read some quotations 
from the old school Minute Books concerning 
the past history of some former Headmistresses, 
the most interesting being that of Mistress Mary 
Harbin, the first Headmistress who won fame 
asanon-juror. As she refused to take the Oath 
of Allegiance to George I and “pray for His 
Most Sacred Majesty at School Prayers,” she was 
requested to resign, a step the Trustees much 
regretted as she had been an “ indefatigable 
Mistresse ” since the foundation of the school. 

The Duchess of York, in declaring the school 
open, wished us every success in our beautiful 
new home, and said she was confident that St. 
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Martin’s would maintain the high standard of 
education and character-training for which it 
has always been well-known. 

The Dedicatory Hymn was then sung and the 
Rev. W. P. G. McCormick, the present Vicar of 
St. Martin’s, said the Prayers. 

Cheers were called by Amy Candy for Her 
Royal Highness the Duchess of York, and by 
Marion Champion for Miss Bannister and the 
Governors. 

The Duchess then went down to the 
Gymnasium, where she took tea with the 
Governors, while the girls were ranged on either 
side of the entrance and along the lower corridor 
to cheer her on her departure. Her Royal High- 
ness looked over several classrooms, the 
laboratories, and the kitchens, at her own re- 
quest, and was much interested. As the 
Duchess came to the head of the staircase Molly 
Green called for cheers, which were kept up 
lustily until she had left the building. 

Mary K. Clow, Form VI. 


AN OLD GIRL’S IMPRESSIONS OF THE 
OPENING CEREMONY 


Mucu has been written and said of the advan- 
tages of the new St. Martin’s, but the old school 
had one great one—it was one minute from the 
tubes and ’buses passed the door; but there we 
were on the Opening Day, clad in our best, while 
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the rain teemed down and we plodded through it 
up the long hill. 

However, we lost that damp _bedraggled 
feeling as we mounted the steps of a fine Vic- 
torian mansion, passed several policemen, and 
showed our tickets to the uniformed school 
porter, who pointed to where umbrella and wet 
mackintosh might be left in an enormous cloak- 
room.  Self-possessed schoolgirls in their new 
brown uniforms led visitors through the cortri- 
dors and showed them to their reserved seats in 
the Hall. 

There, above the platform in lonely state, 
hangs the picture of the little Charity School girl 
which dominated the old music-room. She looks 
so small and clean now, but the fact that she is 
there in the place of honour puts an end to any 
fear old girls may have had that the origin of 
our old school might be forgotten in the grand 
new surroundings. The Governor who in 1771 
left us £500 looks far better in the new Hall 
than in the Office in Charing Cross Road, and 
one wonders where these paintings hung in the 
earlier buildings. 

Then we found the people we knew—Miss 
Chitty with the old girls, Miss Thomas here, 
there and everywhere, Miss Henderson sitting 
among the elder girls who were on the left facing 
the platform, while the younger ones were in the 
gallery. Everyone was in the Hall long before 
the Duchess arrived, and there were many Press 
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representatives and A silence 
fell, necks up expectantly; then came 
a ripple of ter—it was a false Old 


few who were able to see the Opening Ceremony 
had seats in the middle of the front of the Hall 
as honoured—I ee * suests,” but 


‘* elder members of the family” seems nearer — 


the truth. 

At last the Duchess arrived and took her seat 
on the platform, followed by Miss Humphry, 
Miss Bannister, the past and present Vicars of 

telds—Mr. and 


the Governing Body. The other great folk 
were, I believe, representatives of the Board of 
Education and the L-CC Then came a 


Miss Bannister and Miss Humphry receive their 
flowers. 

The Principal of a school near Tulse Hill told 
me afterwards that he had never heard upon 
such an occasion speeches so interesting as those 
that now followed. He knew nothing of St. 
Martin’s till then and so could not be prejudiced. 
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The reports of them are sure to be somewhere 
in the Magazine, and everyone will agree how 
excellently they linked the new with the old. 
Present girls would be amused if they knew how 
bitterly we resented, twenty years ago and more, 
being told by The-Powers-that-be-in-Educa- 
tion-Offices that our School—and in some cases, 
our mother’s and aunt’s too—was not a suitable 
building. The inconvenience of going to 
Tenison’s for science was chiefly caused by the 
fact that we went after school-hours, and we 
did not miss a gymnasium as we had never had 
one. For a time we had afternoons of great 
adventure—hockey on Clapham Common and 
cricket in Regent’s Park, where only two 
matches were played but, mark you, won.  Sit- 
ting in the fine new Hall brought home with 
bitter emphasis the realisation that the old 
school had really gone, and some of us had a 
lump in our throats, but at the same time we 
enjoyed hearing Miss Humphry’s story of the 
*“lemonade and seed cake” treat to our pre- 
decessors as much as she obviously enjoyed telling 
us. Perhaps some day Miss Bannister will tell 
us or write for the Magazine some more about 
our school in the very old days. 

Old Girls will ask if Miss Pullée was men- 
tioned. Of course, and so appreciatively. I 
am glad her memorial is in the new school, so that 
we have something of her there that belongs to 
us all. 
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The Duchess declared the new buildings for- 
mally open, giving the school her good wishes. 
We sang a hymn, the Vicar of St. Martin’s 
blessed the building, and, in the general prayer 
which followed, we all kept time with the little 
people in the gallery who so carefully enunciated 
each long word. We cheered the Duchess to 
show our appreciation of the honour of her 
coming, and as she was about to leave the Hall 
another little pupil asked her to accept a prim 
Victorian posy for Princess Elizabeth. 

While the Duchess was having tea the girls 
lined the stairs and corridor and cheered her as 
she passed by and paused for a few moments 
under the dome to turn back and smile at 
everyone. 

When she had gone we privileged visitors had 
tea and then went over the school. It is indeed a 
contrast—classroom after classroom, large and 
quiet, and trees or grass to be seen from each— 
not a couple of sad plane trees. The labora- 
tories are fitted with most modern apparatus; 
there is a splendid gymnasium, asphalt court and 
a large field, a sick-room and kitchens. The 
library was not arranged, but will be a most 
beautiful room, with ‘‘ Miss Pullée’s fireplace ” 
as its chief feature. 

The most vivid impression I carried away is, 
curiously, not of the school itself, but of the view 
from the First Form Room—one surely un- 
equalled anywhere in London. Within five 
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miles of Charing Cross one can look down across 
the long school field to trees which completely 
hide the main road, and see beyond them only a 
high green hill dotted with trees—hardly a 
chimney in sight. Perhaps education authori- 
ties are human after all and have purposely let 
us build in sight of, if not actually in, ‘ the 
fields.” Our school has been housed in several 
buildings since 1699, and the opening of the 
new buildings at Tulse Hill is, after all, only the 
beginning of another chapter in the history of 
the same St. Martin’s High School. 


* An OLp Girt.” 


With the above we close the present short 
account of the school. The picturesque features 
contained in the Minutes have now all departed, 
but the future history will, we hope, contain a 
record of solid achievement. 
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